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Jim and Mimi with friends Rob and Alicia.

Determined Hopefulness
0ld Northeast Rallies Around Friend and Neighbor

Janan Talafer

his muscles turned to rubber. As he started to
slide to the floor, his wife Mimi Lord guided

his is a story about an unexpected and
shocking diagnosis, a couple’s determi-
nation to never give up the fight, and a
community rising up, circling the wagons to
lend support.
On August 28, 2022, Jim Wilson, a former
professor of law at Cleveland State University,
lost his balance, the room started to spin, and

him to the couch in their classic Old Northeast
Craftsman-style home. “We thought it was a
stroke,” said Jim.

The couple rushed to the hospital, and after
multiple tests, doctors told Jim the terrible
news. He had a glioblastoma, a fast-growing,
aggressive brain cancer that can spread from
the initial tumor site like a spider-web. “The

Continued on page 24

History Repeats at Albert Whitted Airport

Will Michaels

You might think aviation in St. Petersburg and Pinellas County began 1914 with the launching of
the first commercial airline from the St. Petersburg Pier. Actually, the city’s aviation roots can be
traced to what would become Albert Whitted Airport, where the first recorded flight in the county
took off in 1912.

In that year, celebrated pioneer pilot Leonard Warden Bonney brought a new Wright Brothers
biplane to St. Pete as part of an exhibition tour. The airstrip he used was a spit of sand extending into
Tampa Bay at Bayboro Harbor, made from the harbor dredging. Bonney tried to charge admission to
see his biplane up close, but few paid the price (25¢ for adults and 15¢ for children). Most watched the
plane from a distance for free. Bonney was killed in 1928 while test-flying his experimental airplane

Photo circa 1915 and courtesy of Michaels Family Collection

In 1912, Leonard Warden Bonn

ey brought his Wright Brothers biplane to the city and
flew from a landfill site at what would later become Albert Whitted Airport.

known as the Bonney Gull in New
| York. The plane had unique wings
shaped like those of a gull.

In 1917 a much larger landfill
was leveled at Bayboro, and other
barnstorming airplanes made
occasional appearances. While
many pilots would come and go, St.
Petersburg also began to see its
own cadre of local pilots. A few of
these got their training from the
first airline, which also operated a
flight school. Notable among these
was Bird Latham, manager of the
St. Petersburg Electric Light and
Power Company. Latham was also
the “Exalted Ruler” of the

Continued on page 22

Good People oo Good Places oo Good Things Happening

Est. September 2004

Harvey’s 4th Street Grill

St. Pete Time Capsule Celebrates 40 Years

ithout a large or flashing sign, Harvey’s 4th Street Grill

might go overlooked by a tourist, but for locals, this cozy
restaurant has long been a popular gathering spot for co-workers,
friends, and family. Nestled in the corner of an otherwise ordinary
shopping center, you know you've found it when you see the green
awning and pristine landscaping leading to a treasure trove of St.
Pete history. This April, the city icon celebrates 40 years of business,
so it seems only fitting that we take a walk down memory lane.

A Family Affair

[ learned quickly that you cannot discuss the history of Harvey’s
without discussing the patriarch of the family, Dan Harvey Sr. —
known as “Daddy Dan” — who was born in St. Pete in 1927, while
his family was on vacation from Ohio. St. Pete remained a family
travel destination throughout his childhood, and as a St. Pete
native at heart, Harvey continued to vacation here with his wife,
Harriett, and their three children, Jane, Dan Jr., and Susan.
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Dan Harvey Sr. sits in front of the iconic restaurant. Says Harvey's founder Dan Jr,
“The guiding force through all of those years was and is Dad ... being the solid,
steady man, always here.”

In 1962, the Harvey family finally relocated to officially call St.
Pete home. Dan and Harriett became active in the community
immediately. Dan took a job with Honeywell, while Harriet
became one of the first realtors of St. Pete. Harvey’s son, Dan Jr.,
recalls how much his parents liked to socialize and get involved
with the community: “My mom and dad loved to have a good time.

Continued on page 14
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HOP ON OVER TO...

C@é GFI/-O g CUISINE
(‘POI‘Ld BEST,

890 3rd Avenue 5, St. Pete
DOWNTOWN ST, PETERSBURG
SINCE 1982
727-592-4977

frogponddtsp.com
OPEN EVERY DAY 7:30am-2pm
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There’s no place like home!

Feature Properties

1800 North Shore Dr NE

This Palm Beach style home is one of St. Petersburg’s most iconic properties.
Situated on over a half-acre of land with 360ft of open waterfront consisting of
FOUR water lots, this remarkable property reveals a tropical alley of towering
palms and tended flower beds of North Shore Park and the wide boulevard
along Tampa Bay. Enjoy magnificent water views from many rooms in the house.
The 60-foot heated lap pool separates the main house from the guest house
which is above the 2-car garage. This landmark home, at the epicenter of the
historic Old Northeast neighborhood.

5BD|55BA | 4,527 SF $6,300,000

4019 Bayshore Blvd NE 12416 Gulf Blvd

You haven't seen a house built and finished like this
on the open water of Tampa Bay. The 100" long
dock offers great views of the Sunshine Skyway
Bridge and miles of open water. A beautiful new
seawall, 16,000 Ib. boat lift, dock lighting, and under
water fish lights all showcase the waterfront lifestyle.
Countless updates were completed 2021-2023.
Every detail, each space and all the features and
amenities are so well thought out and custom-
designed. This home is truly unique in every sense.

4BD|5BA|5149 sF $5,500,000

Recently Sold
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2121 Bayou Grande Blvd NE
LOT 1 $1,250,000 LOT 1 $1,350,000

market, without notice.

2610 Coffee Pot Blvd NE
3BD|25BA|2.516 SF $2,600,000

SARAH
HOWE

[@EE1 Not intended to solicit currently listed property. © Compass Florida, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity. All information furnished regarding property
for sale or rent or regarding financing is from sources deemed reliable, but Compass makes no warranty or representation as to the accuracy thereof.
All property information is presented subject to errors, omissions, price changes, changed property conditions, and withdrawal of the property from the

This 2015 custom home has just undergone 8 months
of renovations and $750K+ in high end updates that
transformed this property into an amazing single
story coastal contemporary dream house. An ideal
location on Snell Isle, Toledo Way NE has a great
elevation (never flooding or water pooling) and is
lined with other gorgeous multi-million dollar homes.
Just a block to Brightwaters Blvd makes it THE
IDEAL location and house for a buyer that wants
top of the line everything.

5BD|3BA|3200SF $2,995,000
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3BD|3BA| 1650 SF $790,000

For anyone who has long been drawn to living

on Florida's sandy white beaches, this is your

dream come true! Located just steps from the
pristine beaches of the Gulf of Mexico, this home

is surrounded by a lovely seaside community on
Treasure Island and just 20 minutes to downtown

St. Pete. With meticulous finishes and updates
completed by the owner (owned since 2013), you will
be wowed by every single space making this indoor
outdoor living compound a PERFECT “10”!

2BD|15BA| 994 sF $1,250,000

#1

in Single Family
Homes Sales
since 2019

SNELL ISLE | OLD NE
DOWNTOWN ST. PETE

CONTACT ME TODAY. |

813.774.1999
sarah@howepg.com
SarahandDonHowe.com

COMPASS




You’re invited to our
Classic Communicators’

OPEN-HOUSE TEACH-IN

The Community Room
at Panera’s
1908 4th Street North
Monday, March 25
7:15-8:30pm

Come learn what public speaking
can do to boost your confidence,
enhance your career,
and make new friends!

RSVP required
Email Barbara Goebel at vegegal55@aol.com
IMPORTANT: Space is limited to 12 new people

Our Goal is to
Make YOU a Success!

Classic Communicators is your area division of

TOASTMASTERS INTERNATIONAL

Looking to Create a Financial Plan?

We help simplify
complex financial matters
while managing risk

Scott Petrucci provides:
« Customized fee-based planning with a relationship
« A uniquely handcrafted asset allocation model that captures all of
your assets on a single page, quarterly with a personalized commentary
* A competitive money management fee structure
« Knowing that a professional is helping you
monitor your financial situation

Scott J. Petrucci, ChFC®

727.525.8484 spetrucci@pfginc.com
5999 Central Avenue, Suite 408 * St. Petershurg, FL 33710
Serving the Tampa Bay Area Since 1987

Registered Representative offering securities through Cetera Advisor Networks LLC, member FINRA/SIPC.
Cetera is under separate ownership from any other named entity. Advisory Services and Financial Plunmng offered through Vicus Capital Inc,,

a Federally Reg Advisor. | and Services available to residents of FL, GA, SC, NC, NJ, CA, Mi, OH, VA, MO, IL, TN.
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Spring Cleaning

or various reasons over the past few

months, 've neglected our house.
Closets are in disarray; weeds are
threatening to overtake the yard. The
office and garage have become chaotic
catch-alls. It’s long past time to do
something about it and in order to
procrastinate those miserable tasks a
little longer, I got to researching the origins of spring cleaning.

At first, it seemed obvious. It makes sense, especially in colder climates where
folks have been cooped up all winter, to air out the house once the season changes.
As one internet article noted, “it’s warm enough for windows to be open, but not so
warm that there are bugs.”

Well, that obviously doesn’t apply to Florida.

But there are many global traditions that feature spring purging and cleaning,
including Norwruz, the Persian New Year. Celebrated particularly in Iran, the
two-week holiday has myriad traditions, including “shaking the house,” a deep
cleaning of everything in the home before the festivities. In Jewish traditions,
Passover comes with a mandate to scour the house of every crumb of leavened food
and lends itself to a good house cleaning. Catholics conduct a thorough church
cleaning before Easter; Eastern Orthodox traditions have a “clean week” before Lent,
which applies to body as well as the home.

Whatever you call it, this is the time of year to come clean and make way for
something new. That’s what spring is all about, right? New beginnings.

In this issue, you'll find variations on that theme, from blooming art to planting your
own Florida paradise; from forging new links in the community to celebrating the next
stages for our city’s historic places. Stories that speak to the irrepressible nature of life.

And, when you're done reading this issue, remember that newspaper is great for
cleaning windows. ~ Shelly

Have a story youd like to share? Email me anytime at editor@northeastjournal org.

An actual photo of our garage. Yes, | know /ts a disaster.
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COFFEE POT RIVIERA
401 Coffee Pot Riviera NE | $3,750,000
Debbie Momberg & Lee Stratton 727.560.1571

PLACE CONDOMINIUM
175 1st Street S #2707 | Price Available Upon Request
Chris Lindemoen 727.501.6141

L
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WATER CLUB - SNELL ISLE
1325 Snell Isle Boulevard NE #908 | $1,299,000
Malowany Group 727.593.4699

HISTORIC OLD NORTHEAST
220 14th Avenue N | $2,500,000
The Platinum Group 727.741.2000

400 BEACH CONDOMINIUM
400 Beach Drive NE #2505 | $4,500,000
Debbie Momberg & Lee Stratton 727.560.1571

THE NOLEN ST. PETERSBURG
126 4th Avenue NE | Starting at $2,474,900
The Nolen Sales Team 727.349.1100

i
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ART HOUSE ST. PETERSBURG MCNULTY LOFTS
235 1st Avenue S | Starting at $1,000,000 175 2nd Street S#1111 | $1,000,000
Art House Sales Team 727.240.3840 Justin Smith 407.579.0425
; I e
22 LOCAL ¥ GLOBAL REACH e Lol [ iaveaT
[ TAMPA | ST.PETERSBURG | CLEARWATER | BEACHES | LONDON | 727.205.9140 | SMITHORANGE.COM/OLDNE A

Our Global Partners ————



me www.OldNortheastCharmer.com

Our family real estate team is committed to
providing outstanding service, market knowledge,
negotiation skills and discretion.

Contact us today to find out how
we can help you sell your home
or find you the perfect new one.

238 Beach Drive NE | St. Petersburg, FL 33701
www.SimmsTeam.com | 727.898.2582

-

At The Athleticus Personal
Training Studio, Your Fitness
Goals Aren't Just Set...

~# THEY'RE CONQUERED ~

Witness your ambitions turn into achievements in just 6
months guaranteed. Plus use your HSA or FSA funds for
personal training if you qualify!

Scan the QR code to kickstart your
fitness goals with our No Sweat Intro.

THEATHLETICUS.COM / (727) 265-2496
917 49th Street South, Gulfport, FL 33707
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We would like to sincerely thank and introduce our contributors. The time and
talent they dedicate to writing about good people, good places, and good
things happening is what makes the Northeast Journal the quality publication that
our readers have come to expect and love. Join our team by contacting editor@
northeastjournal.org.

Abby Baker is a Tampa-based journalist for local media. She currently
lives in Seminole Heights, but writes stories about Gulfport and St.
Petersburg communities. When she’s not on deadline, she likes to paint,
travel and spend time with her two very chubby cats.

M. Shackelford Burns is a writer and photographer originally from the
northeast of Scotland, now resettled and happy to call the fair city of
St. Pete his new home. After a 32-year career as a professional
cameraman and filmmaker, he is now pursuing his lifelong dreams of
writing, playing music, and eating fresh fruit daily.

Jeannie Carlson is a correspondent for Tampa Bay Newspapers, Inc.
as seen in Tampa Bay Times, TBNWeekly.com and Beach Beacon; an
adjunct English professor; and a writer at Examiner.com (“Swedish
Cooking with a Southern Accent”). She has been a resident of and
inspired by the ONE since 2000. [JeannieCarlson.com]

Rick Carson has lived in St. Pete since 2001, after a career journey that
took him from national politics to the innkeeper of a B&B — from the
cesspools of Washington to cleaning guestroom toilets (ask him if there
is any difference). [rickcarson1@gmail.com.]

Mary Fletcher was a St. Petersburg Times advertising graphic
designer for 20-years. She is president and designer for The Florida
Aviation Historical Society; was the Board secretary of Flight 2014; and
piloted for the Civil Air Patrol search-and-rescues and Sundown Patrols.
Mary is active in the Ninety-Nines and the Florida Suncoast Chapter.

Laura Flint, a Tennessee native, moved to St. Pete in 2017. After obtaining
her master’s in literature, she began a career in youth sports and recre-
ation. For Preserve the 'Burg, she began spending time with volunteers,
planning events, and writing about the special places and neighborhoods
in St. Pete. Laura lives in south St. Pete with her husband and two children.

Amanda Hagood teaches courses in environmental humanities at
Eckerd College. She also contributes to The Gabber Newspaper, Creative
Loafing Tampa Bay, and Bay Soundings.

Jonathan Kile moved to St. Pete in 2001. A rare genetic condition forced
him to give up a career in sales in favor of a full-time position as father,
husband, and writer. He blogs about his family travels and advocates for
awareness of vascular Ehlers-Danlos Syndrome at dontmakemeturnthis-
vanaround.com. He’s on the board of literary nonprofit Keep St. Pete Lit.

Will Michaels is retired as executive director of the History Museum
and has served as president of St. Petersburg Preservation and vice
president of the Dr. Carter G. Woodson Museum of African American
History. He is the author of The Making of St. Petersburg.
[wmichaels2@tampabay.rr.com]

Brandy Stark is an artist, writer, and educator who lives in Crescent
Heights. She is known for her hand-wrapped wire metal sculptures,
fascination with local ghost stories, lore, and legends, and her immense
love of all things pug. When not working, she spends time with her pug
pack, pocket pets, and bearded dragon.

Janan Talafer A long-time Snell Isle resident, Janan was the editor
of the Northeast Journal for many years, and still enjoys writing about
people and places in St. Petersburg. She loves swing dancing, blues
music, and gardening, even when the weeds threaten to overtake the
yard. [janantalafer@gmail.com]

Shelly Wilson is (almost) a Florida native who tries very hard to love her
state in the summer. She has been a writer and editor for 20 years, recently
atthe Gabber Newspaper, and now as the new editor of the Journal. She
loves to read, travel, kayak, and share great stories. She lives in St. Pete
with her wife and an obstinate dog. [wilson.raechelle@gmail.com]
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Have You Found a Warbleson?

Bronze Bird Scavenger Hunt Down Three After Ten Years

en years ago, the Warbleson family — Daddy,

Mama, and six youngsters — arrived in St.
Petersburg. At the time of their arrival, they were quite
the celebrities. Mayor Rick Kriseman celebrated them
and the Tampa Bay Times featured them in an article
on Christmas Day, 2014. The story goes that the
youngest Warbleson, Buddy, got lost somewhere along

Beach Drive and the family fanned out to find him.
Mama Warbleson looked at the Vinoy, and Daddy at
the Birchwood. Betty, Bethany, Brian, Beatrice, and
Benny took up positions at North Straub Park, South
Straub Park, the Museum of Fine Arts, the 200 block
of Beach Drive, and the Museum of History, respec-
tively. Brochures were printed and distributed to
encourage people to look for all eight members.

The Warblesons are not people, of course. They are
little bronze warblers, bird sculptures “hidden” in plain
sight along or near Beach Drive, and were the
brainchild of local high school student, Molly Doyle.
She thought of the idea for a “Birds on Beach”
scavenger hunt and enlisted the support of the city and
the various locations where the little bronze birds were
to perch. Donna Gordon, a renowned local sculptor,
honored in 2012 as the Raymond James Financial
Woman Artist of the Year, designed and produced the
casts. Each of the eight birds is unique and its features
exemplify the places where the birds are located, such
as the mustache on Buddy at the Dali, and the
paintbrush in Brian’s beak at the MFA.

Unfortunately, only five of the family members
remain on their original perches. The first Warblesons
to disappear were those in the two Straub parks. It’s
believed they were removed by the city, but their
whereabouts are unknown. The remaining six family
members stayed in place until recently: Mama
Warbleson disappeared during recent renovations to
the front of the Vinoy; Daddy Warbleson was
“birdnapped” this past November from the historic
Lantern Lane mailbox in front of the Birchwood.

Fortunately, Daddy was discovered in the bushes a few
weeks later, a little bruised and with a missing leg. The
crew at the Birchwood was able to mend him and he
has reclaimed his position outside.

At one time, searching for the eight Warblesons
was a fun way to explore the Beach Drive area and
learn from the website or the free brochures about the
rich history of the area, but it seems now most people
don’t know about the scavenger hunt. Recently,
however, Birds on Beach brochures were edited and
reprinted, and are available at the St. Pete Store and
Visitors Center on 2nd Avenue North. And since the
original casts by Donna Gordon are still available,
hope remains that local businesses, museums, or other
entities might be interested in highlighting their
organization with a clone the lost three and restore the
Warbleson family to its original eight.

In the meantime, five of the warblers are still in
their original locations after almost ten years and
locals and visitors are invited to embark on this “bird
quest” adventure to find Daddy, Brian, Beatrice, Benny
and, of course, Buddy. @

~ Peter Rowell
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June 3 - August 9, 2024

Summer at Shorecrest offers a

half day camps in St. Petersburg
for campers ages 4-18.

Lunch included for full-day campers

\_
of Shorecre st

wide variety of exciting full day and

I BABYSITTING 101

After care available until 5:30pm
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Spring is Blossoming in the Arts

Brandy Stark

Spring is springing in the ’Burg which
means that it is time for the annual Art
in Bloom event at the Museum of Fine Arts!
As part of our local landscape, this exhibit
presents a living four-day floral art instal-
lation pairing some of the Bay area’s finest
floral artists with works of art throughout
the museum.

What makes this event so special is its
unique combination of art and nature and the
way it creates an immersive experience for
The pieces add a
multi-sensory encounter for those who attend.
Intermingled with the scent of flowers is a
contrast of colors, shapes, and textures.

“Flower arrangements have the captivating
ability to introduce a fresh perspective to the art,
drawing in a new and appreciative gaze,” says Darcy
Schuller, director of marketing and communications for
the museum. “It encourages the viewer to look longer,
understand how the flower designer interpreted the art:
Atre they mimicking the same colors? Are certain shapes
being identified? Are they using the vessel in a creative
way! Everyone has an emotional connection with
flowers, and it pulls the viewer in and enhances their
engagement with the artwork. After attending, the
event swiftly transforms into an annual favorite, a
must-see experience that draws visitors back year after
year. We consistently report record attendance during
this four-day display each year.”

Much of the coordination for the event falls to the
members of The Margaret Acheson Stuart Society.
Initially founded in 1962, this nonprofit organization

museum Vvisitors.

Tile Roof Repair Specialists
Over 69,000 Customers

35 Years in Pinallas

24 Hour Service

Senior Discount

DF

Page 8

Tile » Shingles +« Asphalt
Replace Rotted Wood
Roof Vents « Fascia

250 OFF

Full New Roof

HANDYMAN

ROOFING

HOME REPAIR SERVICE
PINELLAS,

supports the MFA working to stimulate public interest
and participation in museum activities. The society
hosts several large fundraising events each year that
help support major exhibitions, art acquisitions, art
restorations, educational programs, capital
improvements, and operating expenses. The first
outreach with this specialized exhibit manifested in
1997 with the first Art in Bloom.

“One of our members, the late Mary B. Perry, a
gardener and avid Tkebana designer, learned about a
similar floral event at another museum,” says Darcy.
“There are a lot of moving parts and supporting
events. The MFA's guild, The Stuart Society, plans,
organizes, and helps execute the many happenings of
Art in Bloom.”

The amount of work that goes into this temporary
living exhibit is extensive. The museum curator selects

&4

Soffits « Gutters
Flat = Built-up

St. Pete Beach

(727) 317-4971
4393 Gulf Blvd,
St Pete Beach, FL 33706

St
(72

St. Pet
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pnday/ Thursday | *Only small house margarita.

. Petersburg

399 11th Ave N,

specific artworks throughout the museum. A
group of 40 professional florists, members of
garden and Ikebana clubs, along with skilled
DIY flower arrangers, bring their expertise to
interpret these works of art through floral
compositions. The floral designers submit
their preference for which work to reinterpret
into bloom, thus creating a unique exhibit
each time.

As any good art historian knows, flowers
not only represent beauty in art, but are also a
reminder of the ephemeral — like the blossoms,
this exhibit only lasts for a limited time. These
floral interpretations will be displayed in the
museum’s galleries and gardens Thursday,
April 4 through Sunday, April 7, and are
included with the cost of museum admission.

Additionally, there are also three
supporting events. Flowers After Hours — “Flamingle”
(Thursday, April 4, 6 to 9 pm) allows attendees to see
a preview of the floral arrangement in the galleries.
A live Caribbean band will play and hors d’oeuvres
are included.

The Art in Bloom “Palm Beach Retreat” Luncheon
will be held at the St. Petersburg Yacht Club beginning
at 10:30 a.m. on Friday, April 5. Tickets include a
formal sit-down lunch along with an entertaining
program by celebrity florist Canann Marshall.

Conversations with the Designers will be held on
Sunday, April 7, from 2 to 4 pm at the MFA. This
event provides an intimate opportunity to meet the
Art in Bloom floral designers who will discuss their
individual interpretations. @

For more information visit mfastpete.org or stuartsociety.org.
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GRAND HACIENDA
MEXICAN CUISINE

TRULY
MEXICAN

WITH THE
PURCHASE
OF $30.00

“Offer may not be combined with any other promotions.
*Valid 1 coupon per check or table. | Exp: July 31 / 2024

Feather Sound
(727) 623-9140
2325 Ulmerton Road Suite
#3 Clearwater, F1 33762

Tyrone Mall
(727) 302-0777
2424 Tyrone Blvd North.
St. Petersburg, FL 33710

S« (@) 1 B8
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www.grandhaciendarestaurant.com
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Photos courtesy of the St. Petershurg Museum of Fine Arts



READY TO MOVE BEYOND YOUR EXPECTATIONS?
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Premier | Sotheby’s
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301 1st Street South #3501 $10,000,000
Robyn Gunn 727.421.7234

THE GULF COAST LUXURY LEADER

Scan for a full
list of Open Houses,
property details,

driving directions

and more.

OLD NORTHEAST WEEDON ISLE : = SNELL ISLE

606 17th Avenue NE $3,200,000 715 Weedon Drive NE $2,299,000 109 Bay Point Drive NE $8,740,000
Robyn Gunn 7274217234  DeannaHuber 727.307.2024  Tyler Jones & Jen Dunn 727.452.8497
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MARINA BAY MARINA BAY TIERRA VERDE APOLLO BEACH / RUSKIN

16 Franklin Court South #B $1,750,000 26 Franklin Court South #B $1,374,000 936 Pinellas Bayway South #T-4  $1,095000 6418 Margarita ShoresLane  $1,025,000
Kara Brooks 727.313.1233  Kara Brooks 727.313.1233  Abdul Azizi 727.501.3221  Deanna Huber 727.307.2024

CLEARVIEW | DISSTON SAFETY HARBOR SUN KETCH AT VENETIAN ISLES BELLEAIR

5140 41st Avenue North $950,000 3015 Tall Pine Drive $852,500 4629 Overlook Drive NE $799,000 25 Pelican Place $710,000
Laura Blackwell 727.439.0940  Jessica Denig 813.713.1301  LisaFarmer 727.200.2176  Kelly Lee McFrederick 727.410.3605

Premier Sotheby’s BROKERAGE | RENTALS | RELOCATION | NEW DEVELOPMENT

INTERNATIONAL REALTY MORTGAGE | INSURANCE | FINE ART CONSIGNMENT
PremierSIR.com
SOUTH TAMPA | 913.217.5288 ST. PETERSBURG | 727.898.6800 CLEARWATER | 727.585.9600
BEACHES OF PINELLAS | 727.595.1604 RENTALS | 727.595.1605

Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby's International Realty logo are registered service marks used with permission. Each office is independently owned and operated. Equal Housing Opportunity.
Property information herein is derived from various sources including,but not limited to, county records and multiple listing services, and may include approximations. All information is deemed accurate. Source: BrokerMetrics®
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LidasJungle.com | @LidasJungle
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Local Expert You Can Trust

Patti is dedicated to personalized, proven, and
professional real estate service. Whether you're buying
or selling, she understands the importance of this
transaction and promises to prioritize your dreams and
goals. For sellers, Patti provides up-to-date market
information, while for buyers, she works to find the
perfect home.

COMPASS

Patti aims to be your long-term real estate counselor
and is happy to provide references upon request.

Patti Halpin

Broker Associate
727.434.0933
patti.halpin@compass.com

Patti Halpin is a real estate agent affiliated with Compass. Compass is a
licensed real estate broker and abides by federal, state and local laws. Equal
Housing Opportunity.

1PM-5PM
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Louis Armstrong’s Daughter

Stirs Audience with Powerful Film

SATCHMC
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Louis Armstrong’s daughter, Sharon Preston-folta, is the subject and star of Little Satchmo.

“The poignant narrative invites viewers
to contemplate the profound impact of fame
on personal relationships and the human desire
for acceptance and belonging.”

n January 30, a sold-out crowd at

Studio@620 had the rare pleasure
of screening the Emmy-winning PBS
film Little Satchmo, followed by a talk
with the film’s subject and star, Louis
Armstrong’s “secret” daughter, Sharon
Preston-Folta.

Green Book of Tampa Bay and the
Woodson African American Museum
presented the event, which was
sponsored by the Pinellas County
Urban League. Therapist Dr. LaDonna
Butler moderated the post-screening
“fireside chat,” which packed a powerful
emotional punch.

“I was unprepared for the magic that
happened during the whole event,” said
Green Book of Tampa Bay co-founder
Hillary Van Dyke. “It truly led to
healing for some people, and I can’t
thank Sharon enough for being brave
enough to create a film that would allow
others to process their own traumas and
maybe find their own voices to heal.”

“Little Satchmo is a poignant
portrayal of the life of Louis Armstrong’s
daughter, a little girl burdened by the
weight of her father’s fame and unable to
openly acknowledge their relationship.

A still from the mavie Little Satchmo.

March/April 2024

The film delves into the emotional
complexities of navigating identity and
connection in the shadow of a larger-
than-life figure,” said participant Dr.
Loretta Caldwell Thompson. “The
poignant narrative invites viewers to
contemplate the profound impact of
fame on personal relationships and the
human desire for acceptance and
belonging.”

The screening and chat turned into
a memorable, even cathartic experience,
say participants and organizers, inspired
not only by the film’s themes, but by the
uniqueness of this community.

“St. Petersburg is a very connected
and involved community, especially
with the arts and storytelling. This was
the perfect setting. Different from any
panel I've seen,” said Sierra Umberger,
associate producer for the film. “I had a
few conversations with audience
members who felt very touched by the
film, some folks even holding back or
shedding tears.... I think the conver-
sation about the impact and interpre-
tation of the film from viewers will have
the conversation continuing for a

while.” @
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Local Experts. Global Reach. Proven Results.

CARYN s o0 ' Sotheby’s
RI(_IHTI\/'IH ER Prem Ier INTERNATIONAL R?:LTY

BUY WITH US, SELL WITH US

Success Through the Years in Northeast St. Pete:
#® 124 Homes Sold in Northeast St. Pete
& $128 Million in Sales Volume to Date in Northeast St. Pete
® 60% Repeat or Referral Business

UNDER CONTRACT | HISTORIC HOME WITH WATERFRONT LOT IN GRANADA TERRACE
2240 Coffee Pot Boulevard NE | Old Northeast
Offered at $2,990,000
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NEW WATERFRONT LISTING SOLD FOR 99% OF ASKING PRICE | REPEAT CUSTOMERS SOLD! PENTHOUSE CONDOMINIUM IN HARBOURSIDE

BOATER'’S PARADISE IN PONDEROSA SHORES! 1153 40th Avenue NE | Northeast Park Shores 7862 Sailboat Key Boulevard South #603
1357 52nd Avenue NE | Offered at $1,250,000 Last offered at $799,999 South Pasadena | Last offered at $799,000

Over $180 Million Sold | Top 1% of REALTORS® in Pinellas County

Caryn Rightmyer Bill Caulfield Kim Vulpis ) IMS
CNE, CLHMS, REALTOR® REALTOR®, CLHMS  REALTOR® @}‘ M

727.409.9696 727.608.6435 727.643.2709 = GuILD

CarynRightmyerGroup.com

Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are ks used with permission. Each office is independently
owned and operated. Equal Housing Opportunity. Property information hereinii ources including, but not limited to, county records and
multiple listing services, and may include approximations. All information is dee Stellar MLS.




GOODNESS InDEED

Old Boats Give New Life to a Worthy Cause

With its waterfront lined with masts bobbing in calm water, ropes clinking
against metal like windchimes, St. Petersburg has a rich sailing culture. The
bay offers a large, protected playground for experts and beginners alike. World
champions and Olympic medalists have called these waters home. But not all
winners are the fastest. The St. Petersburg Classic Regatta is a beloved tradition that

is about more than sailing.

In a world where technology is rapidly changing the sport, a group of dedicated
sailors has created a unique way to hold on to traditions. Fourteen years ago, the St.
Petersburg Sailing Association recognized the challenge that many sailboat
owners had keeping up with newer, faster boats made with new materials. So,
they created the St. Petersburg Classic Regatta, a race made specifically for
boats twenty years and older — vessels whose owners love friendly competition

but might not be the fastest on the water.

Organiczers of that first Classic Regatta were astonished when more than
70 classic boats registered to compete. It turns out, there were a lot of owners k
of boats built in the 1970s and 1980s who wanted to race, but couldn’t
compete with boats built with newer, lighter, and stronger materials.
Rich Treinan helps organize the St. Petersburg Classic Regatta now.
He said, “Older sailing boats were mostly family-type cruisers. Not
many were built to be racing boats. During the mid 80s, new boats

with lots of hi-tech materials became

available at a lower price. Serious sailors
gravitated toward the hi-tech boats. This
split the community and the family
cruisers couldn’t compete.”

Images of John Candy in the film
Summer Rental come to mind, winning a
race in Boca Ciega Bay with his extra-large
Chicago Blackhawks jersey hoisted atop
the mast, giving his family the extra
sailing power they needed.

Originally dubbed the “Good Old Boat

Regatta,” those early races also created
an opportunity to give back to the
community. Organizers formed a bond
with Neighborly Care Network, and
began donating the proceeds from the
regatta to Meal on Wheels of Pinellas.
The 2023 regatta in October raised
$59,000 bringing the total over the
years to more than $260,000. Treinen
likes to joke that they are “raising a
boat-load of money” for people in need.
Heading into its 15th year, the St.
Petersburg Classic
popularity has grown. For
many cruisers, it might be
the only race they enter all year, and they keep coming back.
Restricting entries to boats older than 20 years isn’t the only way
the event is uniquely competitive and fun. With boats of different
classes, sizes, and speeds a handicapping system is used to level the
playing field. The race start is staggered, with slower-rated vessels
starting earliest. This means that regardless of the type of boat, the
first one across the line is the winner.

Richard Boler and Sydney Frasca, Good Nejghbor Award
winners in 2019 and 2023,

Regatta’s

Coming in first isn’t the only way to

Chief. winner of Most Beautiful Boat in 2023,

“He Gave Me My Life Back”

St. Pete native John R. had been living with low back and leg pain from spinal stenosis.
“My legs and back were in extreme pain and my doctors told me the only solution
would be surgery.” Then he met St. Petersburg’s Dr. Matthew Mann.

Spinal stenosis, or narrowing, is often the result of
osteoarthritis, or ‘wear and tear’ arthritis, that can
pinch the nerves as they come out of the spinal
cord. John explained that the first few steps every
morning were excruciating. It had progressed to the
point that his legs would give out occasionally
when he got up to walk to the kitchen for his
morning coffee. “I can’t live the rest of my life
being scared to get out of bed in the morning.”

John was experiencing sciatica pain and leg
weakness which are the most common signs in
people suffering from spinal stenosis. The
symptoms of spinal stenosis often start slowly and
worsen over time. John explains that his symptoms
of low back and leg pain started 10 to 15 years ago
but were mild and easily managed at the time. By
the time he decided to get help with his condition
John stated, “it feels like someone is stabbing a hot
knife into my butt and then my leg just goes weak.”

Unfortunately, John’s story is all too common.
In the U.S. alone, over 2.5 million people suffer
with spinal stenosis. This condition mostly
effects people over 50, but those over 65 years of
age tend to have more severe symptoms.

If you are unfortunate enough to be facing the
same disheartening prognosis, the following
realities may be familiar. You are scared to get out
of bed because you know the pain is just a step
away. You have difficulty walking, shopping, or
doing activities like running or pickleball. You have
changed your life to accommodate the pain or the
tear of falling from doing too much at once.

www.stpAlM.com
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Your doctors have told you the only solutions are
either medicines that don’t seem to work or a major
surgery that cannot guarantee you’ll feel better. It is
important to know that you have proven options
that can help without the need for harsh drugs or
invasive surgeries.

Dr. Mann, the founder of St. Petersburg
Acupuncture and Integrative Medicine uses the
science of acupuncture and Chinese herbal
medicine with other integrative techniques that
assist in increasing blood flow and reducing
inflammation to help alleviate the symptoms
associated with spinal stenosis.

“I'm excited to wake up in the morning again.
I’m 80 years old and I’'m back to riding my bike
and playing drums again. I can join my wife
now for her nightly neighborhood walks that I
had to stop years ago. I didn’t really have much
faith in acupuncture being able to help my pain,
but I had to try something. I was scared of
getting a surgery that didn’t help my friend
with the same condition.” John states, “I regret
I didn’t try acupuncture sooner. I lived with the
pain for so many years, when in just a couple

of months, Dr. Mann had me feeling 20 years
younger.”

John’s back to working on his hot rod, playing
drums in a local band, and enjoying nightly walks
with his wife. She even personally thanked

Dr. Mann for giving her husband his life back.

727-235-0435

March/April 2024

win. Recognition is given to the most
beautiful sailboat in the competition,
most stylish crew, oldest boat, most
unusual boat, and oldest and youngest
skippers. The most prestigious award is
the Good Neighbor Trophy, which goes
to the top fundraising team. This plaque
is displayed at the St. Pete Yacht Club
with each year’s winner engraved.

Meals on Wheels of Pinellas County is
one of the oldest federally funded Meals

Dr. Mann, DAOM AP, has been practicing East
Asian medicine for over a decade. He focuses on
using acupuncture and Chinese herbal medicine
while integrating other scientifically proven
techniques to offer non-surgical, non-drug options
for people with chronic pain and complex chronic
conditions. Dr. Mann specializes in chronic cases of
pain and internal medicine, especially cases that have
been deemed ‘hopeless’ or ‘untreatable’.

If you’ve missed too many pickleball matches or
weekend markets because of pain or other chronic
conditions, it’s time to call Dr. Mann and the team at
St. Petersburg Acupuncture & Integrative Medicine.

It’s time you erase pain and EMBRACE LIFE! There
is so much to enjoy in our beautiful slice of heaven.

Don’tlet your health hold you back.

ST PETERSBURG

48 ACUPUNCTURE &
N INTEGRATIVE MEDICINE
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on Wheels programs in the country. But as

food costs rise, federal funding alone doesn’t i It,s nOt ]ust a4 house’ ]_t,S a home
come close to covering the need. Susan ’ : _

Maclntyre with Neighborly Care Network : T 28 i._g- - " o
explained how important this event is for [t o, P i ;

the organization, which can’t afford to
dedicate staff to special events.

“When the Sailing Association decided
to add a charitable aspect to their Classic
Regatta we were lucky that a Meals on
Wheels volunteer had a connection to their
committee. Neighborly Senior Care
Network is a lean organization,” Maclntyre
explained. “We do not have an event
coordinator on staff. We focus on
individual donations and grants to help  White Hawk, previous most beautiful boat winner.
pay for more than 500,000 meals served
each year in Pinellas County. Since the St.

Petersburg Yacht Club is part of the event, we can use their wonderful club for the
after-party to add to the fun and attract more guests and sponsors. All because the
sailors acted on the idea of a Meals on Wheels volunteer.” @

Interested in being a
part of the 15th Annual
St. Petersburg Classic
Regatta? Reach out to
Rich Treinen at
reinenrich@aol.com.

The St. Pete Sailing F E L D M A N
Association membership & s o N

includes entry into all of

cruises and races, as well BUILDERS AND REMODELERS

as educational seminars,

and other social events, Providing quality home building and remodeling services
and boat ownership isn't

in the Tampa Bay areaq, since 1974,

required. For more, visit
spsa.us. To learn more Angies list
about other Neighborly > 72 7-4 0 9 -3873
services or to volunteer hOUZZ .hefeldman.com Linkedm

for Meals on Wheels,
visit neighborly.org.

HELLO ST. PETE
NEIGHBORS!

C"E"t Focused, Results Driven | am Kym Coyle, your neighborhood Realtor,”
a true native living AND working in 5t. Pete.

Granada Terrace » 315 23rd Ave NE. * $2,751,000 Over $210 Million Sold AND
Built in 2005; 3110 sq ft; 3 bedroom, 3.5 bathroom, 2 car garage

e

Top 1% of Realtors
in Pinellas County

Recognized as #1 Agent
Charles Rutenberg Realty
in Tampa Bay / 5t. Pete

Historic Old Northeast » 915 17th Avenue NE * Offered at $2,900,000
Oversized lot; 4015 sq ft; 5 bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms, 2 car garage

PENDING }

Call or Text

727.743.1004 _ charlesg

RUTENDERGZ

kym.realtor@gmail.com
www.KymCoyle.com
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HARVEY’S 4TH STREET GRILL - continued from page 1

Emily Rivera and Marc Wagner have worked at Harvey's for 15 years. They
met at the restaurant and married last November,

They wanted to eat, drink, and be with friends and
family. We went to a lot of great restaurants back then,
Pepin and Rollande et Pierre were staples.”

This strong tie to community stuck with Dan Jr.,
and as he grew up, he found himself in the hospitality
business working at several local establishments,
including the Edgewater Beach Hotel, The Princess
Martha, and Rollande et Pierre. With a background in
the restaurant business, Dan Harvey Jr. knew he
wanted to open his own place, and as time went on, he
found the perfect spot.

The plaza in which Harvey’s sits today was once
owned by Dan Jrs uncle. It was called Coffee Pot Plaza
and was constructed in 1953. Dan Jr. recalls, “It was the
original shopping center for Pantry Pride and one of, if
not the, original shopping centers in St. Pete.” Dan Jr.
was able to open his restaurant here, with an unusually
large kitchen space or “back of house.” Dan Jr. had the
space, now he wanted to make it worthy of his vision,
which was to represent the age of the building — to make
it feel like it had been around forever, and in doing so
offer visitors a step back into St. Petersburg history.

With the help of his family, Dan Jr. did just that. He
recalls, “My mother, sisters, aunt, uncle, brothers-in-law
— everyone was so active in making this restaurant, but
the guiding force through all of these years was and is
Dad really keeping an eye on everybody and being the
solid steady man, always here.” Dan Jr. refers to his
father as a “bookkeeper extraordinaire,” adding that “at
96 years old now, his mind is sharper than mine. Dad is
and always has been steady with everyone and
everything. If it wasn’t for him, I just don’t know where
we would be.”

Wood planks of the sundeck ceiling saved from the Soreno Hotel

When Dan Harvey Sr. retired 40 years ago, he
immediately set up shop at Harvey’s grill, helping in
every way imaginable. You can still find him working
in a small office in the back, manually inputting daily
sales numbers into a ledger. He often keeps the door
open so that he can continue to keep an eye on
everything and everyone.

So it was, with the full support and help of p—
his family, that Dan Jr. opened Harvey’s ‘_, ‘ A
4th Street Grill on April 1, 1984. s
A Place in Time ' *"" -

While locals love the menu, Harvey’s is also
essentially a museum, chock full of area history. The
front and back doors of the building are from the
Sunshine School, which opened in Pass-a-grille in
1926. When that building was demolished in
February of 1984, Dan Jr. found a way to keep a bit of
it alive by restoring the doors that once hung at the
school. He says that he scraped away layer upon layer
of paint to get down to the original Florida Cypress
wood. He also managed to get chalkboards and even
some pine flooring from the school, which can be
seen at the restaurant.

When you enter, your eyes are immediately drawn to
the giant, raised bar at the center of the dining room.
This is no accident; Harvey says that his idea was for
the bar to be the feature of the restaurant. “It is the
linchpin of Harvey’s, and the red rail makes it stand
out. The rail is an original from Disston Junior High.”
As you walk to the bar, don’t forget to look down at the
restored maple flooring taken from the ballroom of the
Vinoy Hotel. Harvey recalls, “I pulled these floors up

Dan Harvey Ir, right, with Scottie Gross, Harvey's longest-serving employee.

myself. They were going to throw the floors away
because of water damage, but I was able to save them
and use them here.”

Heading to the back of the restaurant you’ll cross
some of the building’s original tile from 40 years ago.
Then you enter the sundeck, with its beautiful,
wood-plank ceiling patterned by stamping and salvaged
from the historic Soreno Hotel. Dan Jrs niece and
restaurant managet, Rosie Meyer, recalls the day she
helped her uncle with these wood planks: “I was 12
years old and it was the dead of summer and hot. We
were in a warehouse piecing the wood together that
makes up the ceiling of the sundeck. I was complaining
and Dan told me, ‘Nope, this is going in the restaurant,
and we are going to finish this. So, we matched boards

E_. : (]
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Personalized wealth planning

As seasoned advisors, our knowledge and experiences
enable us to provide exceptional value to our clients,
extending beyond investments in ways that truly matter
to them. Connect with us to explore how we can deliver
this personalized service to you.

Terry Hornsby, AWM
Senior Vice President —
Financial Advisor

(727) 895-8869
terry.hornsby@rbc.com

Michael C. Funsch, CFA®, CPFA™
Senior Vice President —

Financial Advisor

(727) 502-3668
michael.funsch@rbc.com

Na

RBCH

Bayview Wealth Group
100 Second Avenue South, Suite 800
St. Petersburg, Florida 33701

Wealth
Management

Investment and insurance products: * Not insured by the FDIC or any other
federal government agency * Not a deposit of, or guaranteed by, the bank or
an dffiliate of the bank * May lose value.

© 2024 RBC Wealth Management, a division of RBC Capital Markets, LLC, registered
investment adviser and Member NYSE/FINRA/SIPC. 24-H0-00453 (02/24)
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in order to line up the stamps on the wood. It was like
a puzzle, but it turned out great.” The hotel, which was
demolished on January 25, 1992, quite literally went
out with a bang when it was blown up for Lethal
Weapon 3.

Harvey’s eccentric and plentiful décor covers
almost every inch of wall space with many nods to St.
Pete and a place in time that no longer exists. Dan Jr.
looks around his restaurant and says, “We've collected
almost every picture and item hung on these walls
from around the city. We even have glass blocks and
an office door from Webb’s City,” the popular local
drug store opened in 1925 by James Earl “Doc” Webb.

Dan Jr. feels like he did justice to his vision of the
restaurant. “The concept fits the neighborhood. It fits
the history of our city. You come in here and it’s like a
favorite flannel shirt you have had forever. It’s what you
know and it’s comfortable. It’s a place to come to hang
out and celebrate and recognize things from the past.”

Howlin’ at The Moon

The phrase “full moon party” is synonymous with
the history of Harvey’s. Every month around the full
moon the restaurant throws a party that always
includes music, live Maine lobster, and drink specials.
How did this come about? Dan Jr. says “we have never
missed out on the opportunity to have a party!”

About six weeks after the 1984 opening, Dan Jr.
decided he wanted to throw a party to thank everyone.
He got a keg and served a lobster dinner with live music
in the background. It was a night of gratitude and more
importantly, fun. Dan Jr. recalls, “If people wanted to
scream and yell, well it’s a full moon party and they can
do whatever they want!” The next day, Harvey’s went
back to being a cozy little restaurant, but the community
loved it and wanted more. Harvey’s made it a monthly
party, and everyone kept showing up. Dan Jr. reminisces:
“Our customers had so much fun. There would be a line
down to the grocery store doors. Today, well, it’s not
quite like it used to be, but 500 moons later and we are
still having them. Full moon parties are an original.”

V=P

EYE CARE

OPTICAL BOUTIQUE

The Harvey family: Carly Mertz, Dan Harvey Jr, Dan Harvey Sr, Michael Meyer, Rosie Meyer, George Stovall (in yellow)), Jane Stovall, Briant Wildes, and Joey Wildes.

The Harvey’s Community

While the success of Harvey’s ultimately goes back
to the Harvey family and their commitment to Dan
Jt’s vision, they all point to the staff and the
camaraderie that comes from being part of the
Harvey’s team. Some of the staff have been there 15 to
25 years, and others since day one. Dan Jr. introduced
me to the “new guys,” who laughed and said they had
been there three or four years. Dan Jr. says the staff are
like family — and staff return the love, using words like
family and community, with one member calling Dan
Jr. “iconic — he’s a legend.”

While talking about the success of Harvey’s, Dan Jr.
and Rosie both comment on the St. Pete community.
Dan Jr. applauds the neighborhood: “It is the best in
the city, and I love seeing everyone in here.” Says Rosie,

“We are very fortunate. We are a spot for anyone in St.
Pete, and we have a great, loyal customer base. We are
nothing without our community. The impact they
have on us is so special.”

Dan Jr. describes his restaurant as “a place in the
neighborhood that you can come to talk to everybody,
say whatever’s on your mind, listen to what other
people have to say, and just chat.” It has been that way
since April 1, 1984. Harvey’s 4th Street Grill has
created a space for friends to meet, family get-togethers,
celebrations, work meetings, and of course, a place to
party. After 40 years, Dan Harvey Jr. and his family see
no end in sight. @

Harvey's hosts its 40th Anniversary Party on April 5, from 6:30 to
9:30. More at harveysd4thstreet.com.

TAMPA BAY'S MOST AWARDED OPTICAL

Mona Henri O.D.

Thomas Lambert O.D.
Elena Vourvopoulos O.D.
Elizabeth Rottgers O.D.

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY FOR A HIGHLY
FOCUSED OPTICAL EXPERIENCE

MON/WED 9-6 | TUE/THU 9-7
FRI, SAT & SUN CLOSED

Neighborhood

FAVE

‘nextdoor

Old Northeast - 727-894-0500
JMC Center, 2201 4th St. N. Ste A, St. Pete., FL 33704

Carillon Area - 727-295-0500
Roosevelt Lakes, 12425 28th St. N. Ste 103, St. Pete., FL 33716
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A partnership of school, church and families, inspiring superior academic
performance while instilling leadership, responsibility,

Preschool 2's through 8th Grade
Education based in Christian values and
ethics, providing a moral foundation for life

www.lecedayschool.com
727.522.8331
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g A Smile to Remember:
) > “Jovial Jay”
NO} rHF" - ‘ ay Marshall, an OId
r' e Northeast resident and
\J—-I JJOT LEOV) neighborhood champion
for 17 years, passed away on
January 8. Jay served our country for 30 years in the US
Department of Justice in Washington, DC, and 23
years in the US Army, achieving the rank of Lt.
Colonel before “retiring” to St. Pete. If you had the
pleasure of knowing Jay, he was a neighbor with a
contagious smile and laugh, great sense of humor, and
a guy everyone wanted to be around.

Showing kindness,
spreading joy, and lending a
helping hand came easy to
Jay. He served on the
HONNA  Board of
Directors as a member and
eventually as president. He
assisted Maureen Stafford
in spearheading the
neighborhood Crime
Watch program, chaired
porch parties, was our
jovial bartender at the

: i Candlelight Tour of Homes
docent parties and was on the tour committee from
2008 to 2021. Locally, he volunteered on many boards
— with CONA (Council of Neighborhood
Associations), St. Petersburg Commission on Aging
and Better Living for Seniors — and ushered at the
Cathedral Church of Saint Peter.

On a personal level, he founded House to Home
Relocation company in 2010 with his wife of 25 years,
Barbara, where for almost 10 years they helped so many
elderly transition from their homes into senior living.
Jay was blessed to have two children and four
grandchildren and enjoyed traveling the world with
Barbara. He loved the Old NE, mingling at porch
parties, and sitting on his front porch with a good book
in hand, chatting with neighbors as they walked by,
and watching the butterflies.

Thank you, Jay Marshall, for your service to
our country and neighborhood and for the kindness
and laughter you shared with so many. We will miss
you, your smile, and grateful heart.
~ Sharon Kantner

OLD

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF COMMUNITY -+ 1911-2011

ST. PETE’S JEWEL ON TAMPA BAY

Rick Carson, editor @ rickcarson1@gmail.com

Palladium to Host Neighborhood Meeting

The Wednesday, March 20, HONNA quarterly
meeting will take place at the Palladium Theater, 253
5th Avenue N., beginning at 7 pm (note the meeting
is not on the usual Monday). Parking is available in the
lot to the east of the building.

Executive Director Paul Wilborn will present
meeting attendees with an historical overview of the
grand theater as well as plans for a major renovation of
the 100-year-old venue. Attendees will also be treated
to a tour of the building.
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HONNA Annual Yard Sale

An Old Northeast tradition and a favorite benefit
for HONNA members, the annual HONNA yard sale
is set to happen Saturday, March 16, from 8 am to
noon. Your location and items for sale will be listed on
a neighborhood map, which will be available online or
the map can be picked up the morning of the event at
Westminster Palms, 939 Beach Drive, in the side
parking lot (follow the signs).

HONNA members can also take advantage of secure
document shredding on that day from 9 am to 1:30 pm.
The document shredder truck will also be located at 939
Beach Drive in the side parking lot. If you aren’t a
HONNA member, now is a great time to join or sign up
on the day of the event at Westminster Palms. To register
for the yard sale or to join HONNA, go to HONNA.org.
Please complete the registration form by March 15 to list
your address with major items to be placed on the map.

A Goodwill truck will be available in the
Westminster Palms side lot from 10 am to 3 pm to
accept yard sale items that weren’t sold.

Easter Egg Hunt and Bunny Appearance

Hundreds of colorful
Easter Eggs filled with prizes
will be waiting for Old
Northeast children at the
annual HONNA Easter Egg
Hunt at Northeast
Exchange Coffee Pot Park,
Ist Street NE at 30th
Avenue, on Saturday,
March 30, starting at 10 am.
Rumor has it the Easter
Bunny plans to make an
appearance and will be the perfect companion for family
photos. Kids of all ages are encouraged to attend, and
there will be a special area just for toddlers. In addition
to the Easter eggs, light refreshments will be served. So,
bring the whole family and celebrate this ONE tradition.
And don’t be late as the eggs go quickly!

Upcoming Porch Parties

Neighbors will gather on a
Friday between 7:30 and 10 pm to
meet new residents and reconnect
with ones we've missed seeing.
Light refreshments and water will be provided, but guests
are encouraged to BYOB. For more information,
visit HONNA.org/events. Porch parties are a benefit for
HONNA members and their guests. Non-member
neighborhood residents are also welcome to attend, in
which case a small donation at the door or online is
appreciated to help defray party expenses.

Upcoming PPs: March 15 (St. Patrick’s Day party),
Chris and Deidre McCabe, 556 17th Avenue NE; April
19, Evey and John Schweig, 176 26th Avenue N. @

HONNA’S

SHINING STARS [upeinyig

n an effort to honor Old Northeast

homeowners for preserving or updating
their home or property and investing to
keep the character and history of their
homes intact, HONNA recognizes them
with the Neighborhood STAR Award.

Here are the STARs for March and
April: 455 10th Avenue NE, Arthur
Garretson; 110 30th Avenue N, Lauren

Watch for new STARs in the
neighborhood monthly, and you'll be
able to find them posted on HONNA.
org in addition to HONNA'’s Facebook
page. Have a home to honor? Send the
information to Charleen McGrath at
cfmcgrath@msn.com. @

HONNA Flags

find them at HONNA . .org/shop.

ONNA offers a variety of flags that you can purchase to
display your love for The ONE. The five choices come in
several color combinations: hunter green, burgundy, patriotic,
diversity, and the new centennial flag and garden banner. You can
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HONNA Projects in 2023
t was a very busy 2023 for HONNA. Here’s a look at just a
few of the many highlights that helped make our
neighborhood so unique. HONNA...
e worked with the city to get new palm trees planted along
Coffee Pot Bayou
¢ painted all of the Old Northeast gateway monuments
and headstones and enlisted local artist Chad Mize to
put his special touch on the one at 5th Avenue NE and
Beach Drive
held spring and fall clean-ups in North Shore Park; over
350 pounds of trash was collected
planted over three dozen native trees along public rights-
of-way to promote and enhance our beautiful tree canopy;
working with the city’s Urban Forestry Department to
continue our tree canopy enhancement efforts
organized popular events: Easter Egg Hunt, 4th of July
Children’s Parade, Neighborhood-wide Yard Sale,
Halloween Trunk or Treat, December Holiday Party and
monthly porch parties
supported local residents to prevent a drive-through
restaurant on 4th Street, prevented a historical house
from being torn down and turned into a parking lot,
and worked with a developer to convert the locally
designated historic Westminster Presbyterian Church
property into residences
produced the inaugural Art in the Garden Tour which
showcased local gardens, artists and entertainers;
proceeds helped fund the tree canopy replenishment
program
implemented a comprehensive communications plan
that included a refreshed and updated HONNA ..org
website, monthly e-newsletters to neighborhood
residents, and a social media program on Facebook
and Instagram that now counts over 5K followers
produced a new neighborhood flag and garden banner
celebrating 100-year-old “centennial” homes
continues to send out a weekly crime report from
Officer Fuchs of the St. Petersburg Police Department
via the NextDoor app
celebrated the 25th Annual Candlelight Tour of Homes
attracting 1,500 attendees, involving 200 volunteers
and generous homeowners; part of the proceeds were
donated to two local charities
began implementing a landscape plan for all gateway
monuments; beginning planting soon and looking for
volunteers; updated monument lighting is also in the
planning stage
o scheduled quarterly meetings that provided speakers
from city departments of Planning & Development
Services (zoning and permitting), Public Works (water
and sewer management) and Parking; our council
member, Lisset Hanewicz, spoke and addressed the
redevelopment proposal for the Gas Plant District that
includes a new stadium for the Tampa Bay Rays
The HONNA Board of Directors looks forward to another
year filled with neighborhood-enhancing projects and events
that make the Old Northeast the premier neighborhood of
St. Petersburg. @

New City Ordinance Prevents “
Van Lifers” from Residing on
Residential Streets

Traveling to different destinations in
renovated, livable passenger vans and other
vehicles has become very popular of late.
There are numerous social media sites that
document the “van life” lifestyle, and St.
Petersburg is getting a reputation as a “van
lifer paradise.”

Van life vehicles have taken advantage of
24-hour parking on Old Northeast streets,
especially those near the waterfront parks.
Camping and parking RVs overnight in city
parking lots is not allowed, so these vehicles
had opted to turn streets into quasi-camp-
grounds. “Residents began complaining to
the HONNA Board about the situation,”
says HONNA President Nick Bell. “There
are sanitary and safety issues with these
vehicles, so we worked with the city parking
department and our city council member,
Lisset Hanewicz, to address the situation.”

After several months of meetings and
discussions, the city council approved a
measure recently that now classifies these
types of vehicles as domestic equipment. As
such, they will be limited to four-hour
parking on residential streets Monday to
Thursday. “This allows owners of these
vehicles to enjoy all the benefits of our
neighborhood parks but prevents them from
setting up residence for days and weeks on
end,” Nick explains.

Stay Connected

HONNA invites
and encourages you to
stay connected and on
top of programs,
events, and other happenings in our
neighborhood. It’s a great way to learn more
about the neighborhood, become involved,
share ideas, learn about events and dates of
porch parties, and provide feedback. Share/
Like us at Facebook.com/honna.org.

Visit HONNA.org and become a
HONNA member to receive periodic
informative email announcements.
Volunteer for a project, program, or event
(such as the Candlelight Tour of Homes,
Trunk or Treat and Porch Parties). @

Come home to the
best views in the city

Your days and nights can be
inundated by gorgeous, direct
views over the magnificent

St. Petersburg waterfront. Two
waterside bedrooms, plus a large
office and outstanding amenities.

1 Beach Drive SE unit 1604

SSVAWQ®D

THE SALAMONE GROUP

Andrew Salamone, Libby Salamone, Ron Salamone, Angela Mathias THE

727-456-8008 | info@stpete.pro SALAMONE

WWW.STPETE.PRO GROUP
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Women in Tech Group Expands Horlzons in St Pete

Abby Baker

It’s no secret that St. Petersburg,
particularly downtown, is a
growing hotspot for new-to-
the-heat Floridians. Many of these
transplants are young profes-
sionals, particularly tech profes-
sionals, including growing
numbers of women in tech.

Traditionally, the technology
industry isn’t known to be the
most inclusive for women, and
that’s the reason for the
Tampa-born Women in Tech &
Entrepreneurship (WTE)
organization.

“I founded WTE in 2022 after witnessing the glaring gender disparities in tech
and entrepreneurship,” says Raechel Canipe, CEO of WTE. That year, WTE was a
small community effort in Tampa — happy hour groups paired with business conver-
sations about how to thrive in the industry. But then it grew like wildfire.

In 2024, WTE now supports branches in Tampa, Orlando, Fort Lauderdale,
Jacksonville, and beginning in May, St. Pete. The WTE St. Pete group and all sister
branches are dues-free for members, and all events and
mentoring opportunities are free of charge.

“I wanted to eliminate financial barriers that might
prevent talented women from accessing the support
and resources they needed to succeed,” Canipe
explains, “and nearly 50 events and six chapters later,
I'm proud to maintain a steadfast commitment to
completely free membership and events.”

Humble Beginnings

Canipe is originally from North Carolina, but her
roots are deeply planted in the Tampa Bay area.

“My journey has led me from growing up in a
one-bedroom trailer in Polk City to couch surfing
in Ybor City while I bootstrapped WTE,” Canipe
said. “For nearly 14 years, I've called the Tampa Bay
area home. This community not only shaped my
journey but is also where WTE was born. It holds a
special place in my heart, and I am deeply invested
in its tech community and the boundless potential
it offers.”

The young CEO is far from her couch-surfing
days, however. Canipe is the vice president of
marketing and sales at RevStar, a Tampa consulting
firm, and has often personally funded WTE
operational costs and organized volunteer-run
events. In the last year, WTE has begun to receive
donations and funding, and Canipe hopes that in the next five years, the group
will expand to more than just Florida.

“My vision ... is to take our successful Florida model, which thrives on
community building, near-peer mentorship, access to industry-leading expertise,
and providing our members with opportunities to take the stage, and expand it
nationally,” Canipe says.
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WTE holds events every month, as well as online webinars and tech mentoring, always free of charge.
Page 18

Raechel Canipe is the founder and CEQ of Women in Tech & Entrepreneurship.
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Women in Tech & Entrepreneurship organization expanded to St. Pete last May. The nonprofit group is dedicated to eleva t/ng women in the techno/ogy industry.

Ladies in Tech

Like all WTE chapters, the St. Pete branch is run by a board of directors, all
local, and all women in the tech industry.

JoJo Kalita is the St. Pete Events Chair and a former Old Northeast resident. These
days, she lives just outside of the neighborhood and is the vice president of customer
success at 4th Down Solutions, a tech company that specializes in providing platforms
to the life science and pharmaceutical industries.

Kalita knows what it feels like to be the only woman
in a room full of men. “I had to learn how to navigate
these obstacles alone, and it was difficult. I often
wished I had a community like WTE then to support
me through those tough times,” says Kalita. “That is
why we are here now: Our community provides
guidance, support, and the right connections to help
women grow both professionally and personally.”

Brooke Beeler, WTE co-chair, lives in Crescent
Heights and is focused on bridging the gap between
the local women in tech, and the money and opportu-
nities in the St. Pete area.

“So many people are moving here right now ...
there is a huge influx of wealth into St. Pete,” Beeler
said. “Right now, there is a huge disconnect between
local tech startups and local capital — both human
and financial. WTE is positioned to be the convener
and connector between those groups.”

The goal is to get more tech-oriented women in
the game, which is why WTE’s CEO actively mentors
and recruits female STEM students at USF.

“My drive is to get local capital to fund local tech
startups that hire local tech talent,” Canipe says,
“and WTE is building those relationships and
connections monthly.”

How to Get Involved

You don’t have to be a full-blown coder or an app developer to be involved
with WTE. Beeler herself entered the tech world by accident, by way of a
marketing position where she found herself ghostwriting technical articles for a
tech-based magazine.

All women who are interested in joining the family might want to start with
an event, Beeler suggests. Each
month, WTE holds both in-person
happy hours connecting profes-
sionals, and online webinars from
experts in the industry.

“One of the things that makes
St. Pete so special is our love for
our city and each other. That
dedication to our community is
one of the hallmarks of our
organization too. Just like a new
neighbor is made to feel ‘home,”
Beeler said. “WTE welcomes
transplants, remote tech workers,
new founders, recent grads, and
anyone with an innovation
mindset. We are eclectic.” @

Learn more about WTE and its coming events
at wte.network.
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_ Luxury/Classic/Exotic
Woman’s Club Announces Winner Car Storage in St. Pete

of Arts & Crafts Contest CARLOCKER

Storage. Detailing. Consignment.

Storage is filling up fast!

Treat your vehicle to a
Express or Full Detailing at 525 OFF!

:' * 5 minutes from

downtown
St. Pete
» 45 feet
above
sea level
* Climate
controlled
* $2 million
renovation
he St. Petersburg Woman’s Club held their annual Arts & Crafts contest
January 11 with the winners announced at the club’s monthly meeting January
12. This year there were 28 entries and nine first-place winners. Manjula Kemp won * In-h ouse
a first place and Best in Show with her “2nd Home; away from all” piece. detailin g
Manjula used acrylic and oil paints, wood chips, a crystal bead for the light on
the house, bamboo sticks for roof, door, and window frame. She made the flowers,
trees, butterflies two-dimensional and attached them to the drawing sheets. This .2 mi“utﬁ
creative piece was a “hands down” winner of Best in Show. Manjula said it took her
almost a year to create and finish the piece. @ ~ Mary Fletcher from 1-275
Manjula Kemp’s crafted piece * Located
was the “hands down” winner Kitty-corner
of Best in Show. to the police
 training facility @

1900 13th Ave N

RECONCILED!

KEEPING YOUR GOOD “CENTS” IN BALANCE

Full charge bookkeeper o - |

QuickBooks Professional Jamie L. Pugh-Mayo ‘FTE RS gu® A
Basic computer training T27-623-0800 !
Database entry and set up n. hoel s :
!

SCAM ME

Word,/Excel,/Access,/Outlook,/Quickbooks/Quicken bookkeeper!
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THE BEST I)ETAII.ERS
IN ST. PETE!

Schedule Your Tour Now!
Ball 727 353-5625
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GOOD PEOPLE - GOOD PLACES * GOOD THINGS HAPPENING

Native Plants: Fi

Courtesy of the Florida Wildflower Foundation

The twinberry, or Simpson's stopper, was used as a medicinal plant by
indigenous Floridians.

Amanda Hagood

hen you picture your favorite Florida landscapes,

what plants do you see!? Redolent plumerias?
Bold, heart-shaped elephant ears? The traffic-cone
orange plumes of bird of paradise or graceful fronds of
coconut palms? These iconic flora have all found their
way into Florida’s greenscapes. And, despite the fact
that they come from across the world — hailing from
Central America and the Caribbean, Asia, South
Africa, and Oceania, respectively — they have come,
over time, to evoke that special Florida feeling: verdant,
tropical, and wild. In a word, paradise.

More Than Beauty

Yet for all their appeal, lush tropical plantings can
bring more than just beauty to the landscape. They
can also bring problems. For instance, one species of

nding the ‘Real’ Florida in Your

Photo via the National Parks Service

N, @

The Atala butterfly was once considered etinct, but its numbers are still
threatened.

elephant ear, Colocasia esculenta or wild taro, has been
classified by the University of Florida’s Institute of
Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) as invasive.
This “aggressive weed,” whose starchy tuber once
attracted attention as a potential substitute for
potatoes, can crowd out other waterline species that
Florida animals depend on. It can break loose to form
large floating islands that block navigation and raise
risk for flooding. The romantic coconut palm is on the
same watch list due to its sneaky (or, depending on
your perspective, quite adaptive) habit of dropping nuts
into canals, where they can float away and establish
themselves elsewhere.

Then there’s the question of pollinators. Jen Tyson,
education coordinator at St. Pete’s Sunken Gardens,
explains that many of Florida’s native pollinators
(which include a whopping 300 species of bees) struggle
when exotic plants replace their favored species for

Yard

Privet senna with a cloudless sulpher catepillar -

nectaring and hosting caterpillars, or when those
native plant species are removed to make way for
development. Consider the Atala butterfly (otherwise
known as the coontie hairstreak): this shimmering
blue-and-black-winged marvel nests in native coontie
palm plants in south Florida. But when coontie was
over-harvested for its starchy root at the beginning of
the twentieth century, the Atalas disappeared; in fact,
it was considered extinct from 1937 until 1959. Not
until coontie came back into fashion as a landscaping
plant did these mysterious butterflies reemerge — and
even now, they remain imperiled. This same problem
is playing out throughout Florida as insects fine-tuned
by evolution for a particular plant community face loss
of habitat, landscapes transformed.

Another important factor in the question of what
plants should be growing where is, of course, climate
— a baseline that is shifting. This past November, the

Specializing in Old Northeast, Snell Isle and Downtown
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USDA reissued its famous Plant Hardiness Zone Map,
the multicolored diagram on the back of seed packets
that charts out the averages of the lowest annual
winter temperatures in a given location (across a
30-year interval). It’s a gardeners’ standby for judging
what plants are likely to thrive where. The newest
edition shows a change for much of Pinellas County
from Zone 10A to Zone 10B, representing a 5-degree
Fahrenheit rise in annual low temperatures.

At Sunken Gardens, Tyson sees this warming
playing out in real time. Plants that might have thrived
five years ago don’t grow as well, and others are
blooming earlier than usual. This can create a different
challenge for pollinators. For instance, the southeastern
blueberry bee, a Florida native, nests in the ground and
emerges in February — just in time for blueberries to
blossom. But this long-established symbiotic dance
falls apart when the seasonal plant progression shifts.

“We may be able to adapt to these changes,”
explains Tyson, “but the pollinators we depend on may
not be able to.”

Planting Hope

Invasive species, warming climate, struggling
pollinators. These are, in part, the legacy of those
visions of tropical beauty that Florida gardeners have
brought to their landscapes over the last century.
Sunken Gardens, opened by George and Eula Turner
in 1936 and famous for its collection of exotic plants
and birds, is a great example of this conundrum. Tyson
reflects: “The Turners planted lots of natives, trees
especially. They understood the value of native plants,
but they also created what people wanted to see in
Florida.”

Yet that same power to transform landscapes may
also hold the key to helping repair Florida’s damaged
ecosystems, which is why the Gardens are now adding
additional natives. For instance, the median along 4th
Street was recently replanted with beach sunflower and
muhly grass. As Horticultural Foreman Sean Farrell
points out, these two Florida natives require less water

i

Live oaks are a keystone species, providing a habitat for myriad species, as
well as plentiful shade in the Old Northeast.

and fertilizer than many more conventional border
plant choices. They also showcase the unique beauty of
Florida natives: beach sunflower’s cheery, sun-wor-
shiping blooms are a favorite of many pollinator species,
while muhly grass’s feathery top blazes a dramatic pink
when the plant flowers in the fall.

The Gardens also boasts a dedicated pollinator
garden where you can see many Florida native plants
doing their thing: privet senna with its buttery yellow
blossoms, tea bush with lush swags of delicate purple
flowers, and swamp-dwelling mist flower with its clouds
of violet blooms — just to name a few. While they may
lack the big colors and bold shapes of favorite tropicals,
Florida natives bring a different kind of beauty to the
landscape, harboring new winged visitors and reflecting
the progression of the seasons. “When you start
incorporating native plants into your landscape,”
reflects Tyson, “you start to see the real Florida. You
embrace what’s really unique about our state.”

Getting to know native plants can even teach you
something about longstanding cultures of Tampa Bay.
Tyson points out several trees and plants used by
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indigenous peoples for a variety of purposes: rouge
plant for decorating your skin, beautyberry for
mosquito repellent, and Simpson’s stopper for digestive
troubles. Nature’s medicine cabinet!

: ﬁ Consider the Live Oak

With so many benefits to growing native plants,
you may be wondering how to get started. Tyson says
think in terms of pollinator pathways: not just large
plots dedicated to natives but an assembly of pocket
plantings, container gardens, and median strips that
together provide a pesticide-free corridor of nutrition
and habitat. These “in between” spaces are vital for
helping pollinators navigate between traditional
strongholds such as parks and less developed lands,
Tyson explains. Especially as it becomes clearer that
existing greenspaces aren’t enough to sustain them.

Our dry winters can be a good time to plan or start
seeds indoors, while our wet summers help larger plants
get established. Combining plants with a decorative
element (like stones or a pathway) can offset natives
that go dormant during the winter. Most importantly,
says Tyson, get to know your local Facebook groups and
native plant societies, which can be a wealth of
information as you are learning your way around new
plants. And be sure to patronize native plant nurseries
rather than big box stores to help you make sure you're
getting the proper varieties; many common Florida
plants, such as lantana and porterweed, have
non-native cousins that can become invasive.

Lastly, we might consider another iconic Florida
species and one that is plentiful among the shaded
sidewalks of the Old Northeast: the live oak. While the
casual observer might appreciate its graceful, spreading
limbs and evocative Spanish moss, there’s a lot more
going on than meets the eye. As a keystone species,
oaks play host to multiple types of caterpillars and to
the birds who eat those caterpillars. Their value goes
far beyond their unique appearance. It’s the beauty of
an integrated, interconnected ecosystem — right in your
own backyard. @
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HISTORY REPEATS AT ALBERT WHITTED AIRPORT - continued from page 1

Benevolent and Protective Order of the Elks and likely
responsible for the mysterious Elks’ flag that flew on the
Benoist airboat, the first airliner, on its first flight between St.
Petersburg and Tampa. Lathan bought one of the Benoist
airboats after it ceased operation. Another celebrated early
local pilot was Johnny Green. A colorful character, he
provided sky rides over the city, operated a flight school near
the pier, and was involved in gun running to Cuba. For a time,
he also operated the Green Lantern Dance Pavilion on the
approach to the Municipal Pier.

The city’s best-known pilot was James Albert Whitted,
who came from a pioneer St. Pete family. His father, T. A.
Whitted, served on the town council in 1894 and 1895.
Albert, as he was known, was born in 1893. He enlisted in the
Aviation Corps in 1917 and was one of the first 250 flyers in
the U.S. Navy; his pilot’s number was 179. Albert was commis-
sioned a first lieutenant in 1918 and served as a chief instructor
of advanced flying at Pensacola. He began commercial flying
in St. Pete in 1919, flying hundreds of residents and tourists.
With his brother, Clarence, he designed and built a pusher-type
seaplane christened the Bluebird. In 1921 he built the Falcon.
Two years later, while flying near Pensacola, he and four
passengers were killed when the propellor of the Falcon broke.

It was in 1928 that the city council authorized
construction of an airfield at the eastern end of 7th
Avenue South, named in honor of Albert Whitted.
While the airport occupied approximately 110
acres, it was a modest facility with only one runway.
The airport was dedicated on February 25-26, 1929,
but Albert Whitted was not the city’s first airport.
That distinction goes to Piper-Fuller Airport,
located on the site of today’s Walter Fuller Park in
west St. Petersburg, which opened three years
earlier and operated until the beginning of World
War II. A third airport, Grand Central located on
Weeden Island, opened in 1929 and continued
until about 1937. It was later renamed Sky Harbor
and struggled to operate, finally closing for good in
1948. Amazingly, the small town of St.
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The airport's namesake, James Albert Whitted, was an
early Navy pilot and operated an aerial sight-seeing
business in St. Petersburg, image 1917

o

USSEL

!J:I‘).IH.F.II.
P

Petersburg boasted three airports in the
1930s. In 1941, St. Petersburg-Clearwater
International (PIE) got underway and
continues to thrive to this today.

Shortly after Albert Whitted opened,
Chamber of Commerce Publicity Director
John Lodwick came up with one of his many
brainstorms for promoting the city: Goodyear
blimps. He arranged for the Goodyear Tire
and Rubber Company to locate a blimp at the
new Albert Whitted Airport and got the city
to pay for construction of a necessarily large
hangar. On December 11, 1929, the blimp
Vigilant of St. Petersburg was christened and
gave rides to VIPs over the city. The blimp
Reliance paid a visit in 1932, and in 1933 the

VIA AIR MAIL

HOLGOMBE
CARION GA

Envelope commemorating the 146th anniversary of the U.S. Coast Guard with the St.
Petersburg Coast Guard Air Station at Albert Whitted.

passenger version of Lindberg’s “Spirit of St. Louis.” In its first
year, it flew just 400 passengers, but it also had a U. S. airmail
contract. For the first four months of the airline’s operation,
the only passengers were the mail pouches. But then things
began to grow. Soon there were more passengers than seats
available, and the line added three additional (second-hand)
planes. One-way fare was $10.60 (less than $250 in today’s
dollars, but likely a precious amount in the midst of the Great
Depression). At one point Baker even considered reestab-
lishing the first airline route between St. Petersburg and Tampa
using Tampa’s Davis [sland Field, but the proposed 10-minute
shuttle service across the bay never came about. National
Airlines moved its headquarters from St. Petersburg to
Jacksonville in 1939 due, at least in part, to a lack of support
from St. Pete city government. However, the airline continued
to operate out of St. Petersburg until the end of World War I1.
It finally ceased operation in 1980, when it was acquired by
Pan American.

During World War II, Albert Whitted served as a training
station for hundreds of naval aviators and war allies. In 1942
a contingent of Russian sailors attended minesweeping
training at Whitted. Their vehicle flipped while traveling in
a station wagon across the Gandy Bridge. Police arrested them
thinking they were Germans.

Aircraft at the CGAS St. Petersburg were part
of a valiant but inadequate deterrent to the
German submarine campaign in the Atlantic and
the Gulf of Mexico. As the submarine threat in the
Gulf slowly abated, the air station concentrated on
search-and-rescue activities. At the end of the war,
Navy training ceased, civilian commercial and
general aviation activity returned, and the Coast
Guard remained the sole military aviation activity
until its relocation in 1976. The Coast Guard’s
desire to add four large, land-based HC-130
Hercules aircraft in St. Petersburg made continued
operations at Albert Whitted an impossibility
because of its short runways. This prompted a move
to the larger St. Petersburg-Clearwater
International Airport and construction and
establishment of a new air station, Coast
Guard Air Station Clearwater. With the
establishment of CGAS Clearwater, CGAS
St. Petersburg was converted to a non-flying
Coast Guard installation, home to several
cutters and the current Coast Guard Sector
St. Petersburg headquarters.

A second airline — Red Carpet Airlines,
organized by Bill Phillips — opened in 1971. It
began as a leasing program, but in 1972 the
company acquired two DC-3s and began
charter flights. The airline relocated to St.
Petersburg-Clearwater International Airport
in 1974, and later Linton P. Tibbetts became
airline president. Tibbetts was a resident of St.

Courtesy of Michaels Family Collection

dirigible Akron paid a visit. Blimps were
stationed at the airport until 1939.

Various New Deal programs in the
1930s  provided substantial
improvements for the airport,
including funding for a seaplane
hangar capable of housing five “huge
amphibians” as part of the
construction of a Coast Guard Air
Station (CGAS). CGAS St.
Petersburg was one of the original 10
Coast Guard air stations in the
country. One of the first Coast Guard
pilots stationed at St. Petersburg was
R. T. “Pop” Cupples who had the
distinction of being the Navy’s first
pilot. His pilot’s license was awarded
in 1906 — a mere three years after the
Wright brothers’ first flight.

G.T. “Ted” Baker founded
National Airlines in 1934, which was
headquartered at Albert Whitted
and flew between St. Petersburg and
Daytona Beach. The airline began
with two single-engine, second-hand
Ryan monoplanes. These were a
Page 22

Current aerial view of Albert Whitted Airport. The Coast Guard Station is in the forefront.
March/April 2024

National Airlines founder George “Ted” Baker is second from right with the first flight attendant,
Charlotte Georgia, in front of a 10-passenger Stinson aircraft.

Petersburg involved in a range of commercial
enterprises including Cox Lumber, and later
Tibbetts Lumber Co. The airline was
latter purchased by Key West interests
and its name changed to Aerosun
International, Inc.

In 2007, the city completed
construction on a $4-million, 10,600
sq/ft terminal building named after
John Galbraith. Galbraith was a
Marine Corps pilot during World
War II, and later a commercial pilot
and mutual fund entrepreneur. As a
philanthropist, he generously
supported Albert Whitted. A new
$3-million control tower and new
taxiway were also built in 2010.

These days, in addition to its core
general aviation operations, the
airport is also home to businesses
such as St. Pete Air, Tampa Bay
Aviation, Sheltair Aviation Services,
The Hangar Restaurant and Flight
Lounge, Tampa Bay Air Charter,
biplane tours, It’s Time to Shine,
FlyBuy, Advertising Air Force, and
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Postcard depicting the Good Year blimp and hangar. A blimp was stationed at Albert Whitted from 1930 until 1939,

Hertz. The Civil Air Patrol has a small headquarters on site, and the Young Eagle
Program has provided hundreds of young people with their first flight. Earlier this
year, 19 students received $75,000 in flight training scholarships through the Friends
of Albert Whitted Airport advocacy group. The Albert Whitted Airport
Preservation Society continues to document the airport’s history and has provided
educational services for the past 20 years.

Albert Whitted is a base for a range of emergency support flights and would serve
as an important logistical base in the event of a hurricane causing significant storm
surge. The airport is designated by the Federal Aviation Authority as one of the
nation’s critical reliever airports, easing congestion at commercial service hubs. In
2009, the Florida Department of Transportation named Albert Whitted the Florida
General Aviation Airport of the Year. In 2021, Atlas Evaluation and Inspection
Services undertook an economic impact study of Albert Whitted documenting a
payroll of nearly $43 million, 948 jobs, and a local economic impact of $128 million.
City council recently approved a 20-year Airport Master Plan.

Over the years there has been discussion of closing Albert Whitted and using it
for residential purposes or as a new waterfront park. As early as 1940, the St.
Petersburg Times began a campaign to get rid of the airport. In 1958, the city manager
tried to close the airport and allow development of the land. A local pilots’
association defeated that plan.

In 2002, Mayor Rick Baker proposed building an “urban village” at the airport
site. This was rejected unanimously by the city council. The following year a group
called Citizens for a New Waterfront Park collected some 15,000 signatures to get a
question on the city ballot that would have closed Albert Whitted and turned it into
an extension of the downtown waterfront parks. The city drew up alternative ballot
questions in support of the airport. One asked, “Should Albert Whitted Airport
remain open forever by amending the City Charter to require retention of an
airport?” Voters approved the question at nearly 73%; the proposal to convert the
airport to parkland failed with 78% voting no. However, a new waterfront park at
Albert Whitted was not entirely out of the picture. In 2008, the city opened Albert
Whitted Park on the north side of the airport. The seven-acre park has observation
areas overlooking the airport and an aviation-themed playground.

In 2022, Mayor Ken Welch called for another look at Albert Whitted and possible
alternative uses, noting again possible expansion of the downtown waterfront parks, but
ruling out high rises or condos. “I want to see what value the airport is bringing right
now and come to a decision of what the best use is for that property going forward.”

History does repeat itself.

Mayor Welch provided the following updated statement for this article: “It’s
important to ensure our administration is in touch and inclusive with all of our
communities in St. Pete when looking long-term, 50 to 100 years into the future, and
considering the most impactful community and economic benefit for Albert Whitted
Airport. Those principles are at the foundation of our commitment to accountable
and responsive government. As the city began reviewing and updating the airport’s
master plan, which was required by the Federal Aviation Administration and
ultimately approved by city council last year, our priority was to be forward-looking
as an administration while listening to the input and feedback from constituents and
continuing this conversation. When you couple informed St. Pete residents and city
staff with data-driven decision-making, it’s all but assured that the overall outcome
for this city-owned property will be in the community’s best interest.” @

Will Michaels is a former director of the St. Petersburg Museum of History and the author of The Making of
St. Petersburg and The Hidden History of St. Petershurg. Contact him at wmichaels2222@gmail com or
727-420-9195.

“I want to see what value the airport
is bringing right now
and come to a decision of
what the best use is for that property
going forward.”
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The Nature of Art looks at the disparate ways humans have engaged in
artistic expression to understand our environment, mediate our relationship
with nature, and attain a more profound comprehension of our role within
the world. The exhibition features select artworks from the MFA Collection,

complemented by contemporary works from some of today’s most influential
artists, all viewed through the distinctive lens of The Nature of Art.

ON VIEW NOW THROUGH APRIL 14, 2024

Henry Koehler, Lake George, Florida, 1881, Oil on canvas, Gift of Spanierman Gallery

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE MFA

EGYPTOMANIA: FASHION'S CONFLICTED OBSESSION

DARNELL-JAMAL LISBY
MARCH 14 | 6-7 PM

MAKING THE MIDDLE REPUBLIC

DAN-EL PADILLA PERALTA
MARCH 21 | 6-7 PM

ARTISTTALK | URSALA HUDSON
MARCH 28 | 6-7 PM

MAKE YOURSELF UNCOMFORTABLE | DANIEL BARBER
APRIL 3 | 67 PM

ART IN BLOOM 2024
APRIL 4-7

Visit mfastpete.org for tickets, RSVPs, event information, and additional programs.
Events are subject to change.

255 BEACH DRIVE NE, ST. PETERSBURG MFASTPETE.ORG

MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS ST.PETE
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OLD NORTHEAST RALLIES AROUND FRIEND AND NEIGHBOR - continued from page 1

diagnosis was totally mind-blowing.
The doctors would not even let me go
home. I had surgery to remove a 1.3-1b.
tumor from my brain,” said Jim, still
sounding in disbelief at the thought of
such a large tumor.

“I had lost my sense of smell and
taste, and I had lost my balance twice,
but I thought it might be symptoms of
long-COVID,” Jim told me when I
visited with the couple recently. In
fact, he said he had scheduled an
appointment at a clinic to check it out.
That he might have a life-altering
diagnosis of brain cancer was not even
imaginable.

Jim and Mimi’s journey into the
frightening territory of surgery,
chemotherapy, radiation, and many
side effects, has been a roller coaster of
emotions. But in his book, Cancer Be
Not Proud, Jim writes that despite
everything “his interactions with
friends, family, healthcare providers,
neighbors and others have led to a
conclusion that I could never have
imagined. My terrifying diagnosis has
been one of the most inspiring periods
of my life, restoring a great deal of
faith in human nature during these
increasingly fractious times.”

It had been only two and a half
years since the couple retired from
their respective careers. Jim had been
on the faculty at Cleveland State for
35 years, which included two years on
an exchange program in England
teaching English constitutional law.
Before that, he practiced law with the
Legal Society in Louisville, Kentucky,
and in Ann Arbor, Michigan. Mimi
started out as a reporter and has a
master’s degree in journalism, but later,
went back to school and received her
PhD in management from Case
Western Reserve University in
Cleveland. She worked as a stock
analyst doing research and then as the
chief investment officer at an
investment firm.

Their children — Lee, a software
engineer, and Nathan, a musician —
were grown, and living and working in

San Diego. So, after the death of both
of their mothers, they decided to sell
their home in Cleveland and move to
sunny St. Petersburg. Their move just
happened to coincide with Halloween,
and as anyone who lives in St. Pete
knows all too well, the Old Northeast
is the ultimate destination for trick-or-
treating, with thousands of kids
descending on the neighborhood. For
Jim and Mimi, the timing was the
perfect introduction to the sense of
community for which the OId
Northeast is known. “We were
fortunate to be invited to a Halloween
party, and from there we got invited to
more parties,” said Jim. delivered to us,” said Jim.

Over time, their circle just kept It reminds me of Dr. Gary
growing, especially thanks to regular Chapman’s book, The 5 Love Languages.
walks in the neighborhood with Nina, Food is certainly one of the love
a mixed-breed rescue who was their languages and a generous act of service.
constant lovable companion. Then So many people wanted to bring meals

Jim and Mimi’s — and the person who
shared the couple’s inspirational story
with the Northeast Journal. “Family,
friends, dogs, sports, sticking together
and growing closer over time in a
beautiful neighborhood by the water.
It’s very much an Historic Old
Northeast story,” Slavin wrote to me.
News of Jim’s diagnosis spread
quickly and “brought an outpouring of
help and support from so many friends
and neighbors,” said Mimi. Much of
that support came in the form of
comfort food. “In the first three
months of my treatment we must have

had 50-60 home-cooked meals

community’s love and support, Jim and
Mimi hosted an appreciation party in
their backyard. “We had 35 people and
it was wonderful,” said Jim. “We wanted
to reciprocate for all the amazing
gourmet meals.” Mimi invited those
attending to send their favorite songs
in advance so they would have a
playlist at the party. Photos of the
home-cooked meals they had received
were strung out over the patio.

But initially, while the couple was still
recovering from the shock of the
diagnosis, they weren’t thinking about
celebrating. In fact, after all they had
experienced, there was still one more loss
— the death of their beloved dog, Nina.
“She died [of cancer] three weeks after
Jim returned home from Tampa General,”
said Mimi. “It was really rough.”

To stay strong physically,
emotionally, and mentally — and to

that Alicia Reyes, their close friend
and neighbor across the street, stepped
in to help schedule deliveries so
multiple meals wouldn’t arrive on the
same day. “Alicia and her husband Rob
[Shapiro] took us under their wing
when we first arrived in St. Pete and
gave us all kinds of tips and recommen-
dations,” said Mimi. “During COVID,
Jim, Nina and I, spent countless hours
on their expansive porch, perfect for
social distancing.”

To show their gratitude for the

there were the early morning
gatherings at neighbor Warren Alessi’s
bench by the bay, where everyone
watched the sunrise and talked.
Informal porch parties, a regular part
of community life in the Old Northeast,
brought even more new friends.

“Jim built a strong network of
neighbors and friends by practicing
‘front porch diplomacy’ by simply
sitting on his front porch and saying
hello to people as they walked by,” said
Lois Slavin, a neighbor and friend of

help improve his prognosis, Jim
changed his diet, gave up sugar, and
started weekly at-home massages, as
well as exercise sessions with a fitness
trainer. The couple also began
referring to their house as Fort Wilord,
a “cheerful blend of our surnames,”
said Jim. “My doctor told me I had one
major thing going for me — my wife of
45 years; my caregiver, Mimi.” A
plaque with the inscription “Welcome
to Fort Wilord, where determined
hopefulness reigns,” a gift from their

Ready for new floors?

The Stars of Flooring ™
* 3 CASUAL AMERICAN
will bring the showroom to you! BREAKFAST & LUNCH CUISINE

Lunch Mon-Sat

Hardwood Luxury Vinyl Tile Carpet

Book your FREE in-home consultation today!

www.fcistpete.com | (727) 480-2771
2600 MLK Jr. St N., Suite 301 St. Petersburg, FL 33704
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Stair Runners

Custom Rugs Commercial Flooring

March/April 2024

HOP ON OVER TO... e“Frog

y Pond

890 3rd Avenue S, St. Pete
DOWNTOWN ST, PETERSBURG SINCE 1982

727-592-4977

frogponddtsp.com
OPEN EVERY DAY 7:30am-2pm

NORTHEAST JOURNAL



A treasured memory from friends and neighbors

“Topsy Turvy.” With Mimi’s help, he

published the collection of articles as a

book with the same title.
Unfortunately, Jim and Mimi’s

friend Michelle Gray, now hangs
above their front door.

Jim continued to rely on his regular
20-year meditation practice to keep
the emotional lows in check, and he journey isn’t over. Last November, an
reached out to his former Tai Chi ; = "y MRI showed a recurrence of the
teacher in Ohio, who sent videos to WELCOME TO G, cancer. More chemotherapy and
help Jim remember how to perform . ; FORT WILORD T ; radiation followed, along with new side
each step. To keep his mind sharp, he = AMERE DETERMIHED HoRFPULESS Rt T effects. But Fort Wilord is staying
started sharing reflections about his = 2 strong. As Jim wrote in one of his first
cancer journey through a series of newsletters, “This will not always be
newsletters posted online on substack. comforting reading; I have been
com under the title “Cancer, Be Not abiding too long in the shadow of the
Proud.” His wit and sense of humor Valley of Death. But where there is
shine through with chapters like, il 1 & et |t death, there is life. Where there is life,
“Chicken Little,” “Bucket List,” and  Fort Wilord hangs by the front door there is love and kindness.” @

Margaret A. Kelleher, M.D.

Florida Dermatology and Skin Cancer Specialists, PL

727-821-3600

www.kelleherderm.com

i

il
Ps 0 ri a s i s a n d Boar%?r;i%fi{feélzvﬁ;}cl;; IBItEZ%;'D,\eﬂrh%ology
Fellow, American Academy of Dermatology

Pigmentary Disorder Genter Also Specializing in

We now offer laser treatment for psoriasis Cosmetic Medicine:
; ] * Botox® e Facial Peels ¢ Latisse®
and p Ig m ent&tIOI:l ,p,r 0blems * Fillers — Restylane®/ Sculptra®
including vitiligo « V0NGI" Sin Care Products

Covered by most insurances including Medicare * Laser Treatments

We Accept e New Patients ® Most Insurance Plans ¢ United Healthcare

NEW LOCATION
870 77th Ave North, Suite 1
St. Petersburg FL
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ARTS ROUNDUP

Get Qut, Get Inspi

Animal Attraction artist Stacey Holloway s piece,
“Shed Some Light.”

Artist Joyce Ely Walker's work will appear in the Four
Decades exhibit.

A CHANCE

“GivePeace a Chance” letterart by James Eric Hartzell.

Visual Approaches at Albert Whitted Airport will
showcase aviation art at a pop-up event.

red

Brandy Stark

St. Pete is bursting with art as we head
into spring! From mermaids and pop
art to airplanes and animal attractions,
it’s a feast for the eyes and the soul from
March all the way to Mainsail.

Art Centers
Florida CraftArt: Animal Attraction.
510 Central Ave. March 22 — May 12.
Mon-Sat, 10am-5:30pm; Sun, noon-
5pm. floridacraftart.org

Contemporary artists use animal
themes to explore complex ideas,
including society, gender and sexuality.

Morean Arts Center: Four Decades:
PCCA Faculty + Alumni Exhibition.

719 Central Ave. Through March 28.
Daily, 10am-5pm. moreanartscenter.org

Featuring nearly 100 works by
current/former faculty and students of
the Pinellas County Center for the
Arts, guests can reminisce over the
early careers of local rising artists and
see where they are today.

Fresh Squeezed 8: Emerging Artists in
Florida: April through June, experience
this year’s annual showcase of new artists
in Florida, featuring Jayde Archbold of
Dade City, Brittani Brown, Orlando,
Camilla Byrd, Tampa, Alexis Childress,
St. Petersburg, Emily Martinez, Tampa,
and Karina Yanes, Gainesville.

Fairgrounds St. Pete: Mystical
Mermaids of March. 2606 Fairfield Ave.
S. fairgrounds.art

The immersive art experience that
is Fairgrounds St. Pete goes aquatic for
March with myriad mermaid events
each Saturday of the month, including
meet and greets and panel discussions,
as well as portrait and face painting.

St. Pete ArtWorks: The Art of
Lettering and Other Paintings. 2604
Central Ave. Through March 31.

The Artsy Rummage Sale will offer gently used arts
and crafts supplies of all kinds, as well as books,
prints and more.

Reduce Employee Overhead Costs by Joining a Larger Group
Employee Benefits » Payroll * HR Information System

igt Sam Bond

Benefit Gmup. Ine.
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Samantha Bond Richman

727-823-2663 www.pec-agent.com
200 Beach Drive; St. Petersburg, FL 33701

Tues-Sat, 11am-7pm;
Sun/Mon, noon-4pm.
stpeteartworks-
onlinestore.com

Explore St. Pete artist
James Eric Hartzell’s love
of visual storytelling and
hand-painted lettering. “I
believe that fonts each
have their own sacred
geometry and moods,”
says Hartzell, “like
instruments adding to
the song of a design.”

Spots About Town
Albert Whitted Airport: Visual
Approaches: The Art of Aviation.
107 8th Ave. SE. April 13, 5-9pm.
7217-893-1657

This is a special pop-up show featur-
ing the power of flight featuring live
painting demonstrations as well as the
work of 10 artists on display for the night.

Artlofts: Illuminations.

10 5th St. N., second floor to Florida
CraftArt. Mon-Fri, 10am-5pm;
Saturday, noon-4pm; Second Saturday,
5-9pm. 727-504-8788

The 24 Hands Printmakers
Collective are passionate about
exploring various printing techniques.
This show invites the viewer to
examine the various proce sses used
in the art of printmaking including
intaglio, relief, lithography, and
mono printing.

The SPIRITS of St. Petersburg is
also hosting two upcoming paranormal
investigation classes at the Creative
Lofts in ArtLofts. For information and
tickets, visit spiritsofstpete.com.

Woodfield Fine Art Gallery: True
Colors: The Conceptual Pop Art of Mark
Mitchell. 2323 Central Ave. Through
April 14. woodfieldfineart.com

Check out the “mind-expanding”
work of award-winning conceptual pop
painter Mark Mitchell who uses eye-
popping color, iconic imagery, powerful
themes, and compelling social
commentary to “see beyond the surface
of the everyday.” More on the artist at
markmitchellstudio.com.

Shapiro’s Gallery: 26th Anniversary
Celebration. 300 Beach Dr. NE #112.
March 30, 10am-9pm. Special

reception at 6pm. shapirogallery.com

True Colors features the art of Mark Mitchel.

This longtime gallery is celebrating
26 years in downtown St. Petersburg.
Meet some of the gallery artists,
experience a special jewelry trunk
show, and celebrate as they say thank
you to the community.

Art Events
Vinoy Park: Mainsail Art Festival.
April 20, 9am-6pm; April 21, 10am-
5pm. mainsailart.org

Don’t miss the 48th Annual
Mainsail Art Festival, one of the
premier cultural events on St.
Petersburg’s outdoor calendar. Each
year, more than 100,000 visitors attend
to enjoy and buy quality art, listen to
live music, and much more.

Palladium Side Door: Mauricio
Rodriguex & The MJR Latin Project. 253
5th Ave N. April 3, 7:30pm.
mypalladium.org

This performance mixes original
work composed by Mauricio J.
Rodriguez with new Cuban
contemporary music and some Latin
jazz staples. Bassist, composer, producer,
and educator Mauricio ] Rodriguez is
one of the finest musicians of his
generation in Cuba. This is one of the
events for the St. Petersburg Jazz
Festival, April 1-6. For more on other
events, visit stpetejazzfest.com.

St. Pete ArtWorks: Artsy Rummage
Sale. 2604 Central Ave. March 23,
10am-3pm. gcaa-fl.org or 727-485-8655
Need more art supplies? The Gulf
Coast Artists' Alliance is holding its
annual sale of gently used supplies,
including paint, colored pencils,
canvas, beads, shells, wood cutouts,
fabric, and more. There will also be art,
prints, frames, mats, books, equipment,
jewelry, and displays — come browse the
sidewalk and classroom for bargains! @

March/April 2024

404-4324811
www.josephfurniture.com

Timeless Design
Quality - Hand Built
Beautiful Hardwoods
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LUXE PROJECT SPECIALIST

PROVIDING SMART
CREATIVE SOLUTIONS
ONE PROJECT
AT A TIME.

SEAMLESS SLEEK DESIGN

SEKAS '
CUSTOM 727-522-2300

E POOLS SEKASPOOLS.COM

To be featured in
Meet Your Neighbor,
email Shelly at editor@
northeastjournal.org

We'll send you the questions,
and you can send us the
answers along with a
high-res photo of you.
Thanks, Neighbor!

APEAN

-

WWW.FLORIDANATIVELANDS(

Flerida Nati

&

Investment and insurance products: * Not insured by the FDIC or any other federal government agency
* Not a deposit of, or guaranteed by, the bank or an affiliate of the bank + May lose value

© 2023 RBC Wealth Management, a division of RBC Capital Markets, LLC, registered investment adviser and Member NYSE/FINRA/SIPC. 23-HO-03212 (11/23)

New year, new plan

As we say goodbye to 2023 and look forward to 2024, now is a
perfect time to take another look at your wealth plan for the rest of
this year and beyond. Together, we can find the right strategies and
opportunities for all of your financial needs and goals.

Contact us today.
Green & Henwood Wealth Management Group

100 2nd Avenue South, Suite 800
St. Petersburg, FL 33701

Office: (727) 825-7726 Wealth
Toll free: (866) 931-4027 % Management
www.greenhenwoodwmg.com RBC
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Laura Flint
Northeast Journal
writer

Where are you from originally?
Memphis, Tennessee.

& | Favorite place to visit in
| St.Pete.

Anywhere on the water, but I love going to Fort

Desoto, Shell Key, and Egmont Key.

Most interesting/enjoyahle/exotic vacation you've taken.
Petit St. Vincent, south of the Grenadine Islands, is
the most enjoyable place I have ever visited.
Edinburgh, Scotland is a close second.

Top two places in the world on your bucket list.

South Africa and Italy. [ took a South African
literature course in grad school, and it has been a
dream ever since to visit. And who doesn’t want to go
to Iraly?!

What famous person would you like to meet, and why?

I took two courses on Tennessee Williams, and my
professor’s enthusiasm toward Williams and his works
was contagious. This led me to attending a Tennessee

Williams festival in New Orleans (which is the best
way to visit New Orleans in my opinion). Williams

wrote about every emotional topic out there, and it

would be fascinating to have a discussion with him

about his work.

Favorite sport, recreational activity, or hobby.
My favorite sports are soccer and tennis. My favorite
activities are reading and spending the day on the boat.

A great movie you’d recommend, or current TV series
you are watching.
Midnight in Paris

If you were a dog, what breed would you he?
Labrador Retriever, specifically mine — he is crazy and
foolish and loved all the more for it!

Tell us about a situation or a person who has inspired you.
My father. He was a fire chief and flew as an engineer
in the Air Force. He worked like crazy but loved to be
with his family. He wholeheartedly believed in
treating others with respect, fairness, and kindness,
and he seemed to follow through with ease.

MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS

Current hook you've read and would recommend.
In the Lake of the Woods, by Tim O’Brien

Tell us about an accomplishment of which you are proud.
Playing soccer at the University of Mississippi

Something people might not know about you.
I've run one marathon. I highly doubt I will ever do
that again!

What do you do for a living?

I started working as the director of a recreation center
for school-age children in Memphis. I then went on
to become the director of coaching for a club soccer
program as well as the head coach for a high school
girls soccer team. When I moved to St. Petersburg, |
completely shifted gears and began to work for
Preserve the 'Burg. In the midst of COVID, I decided
to stay home with my two boys and have been
enjoying this time with them ever since.

Tell us something about your family and pets.

My husband, John, and I have two young boys,
Bennett and Charlie, and a two-year-old goofy
chocolate Lab named Avett. Between baseball, jiu
jitsu, and theater, we try to squeeze in as much time
on the water as possible.

Nick Hansen
18th Avenue NE

Where are you from originally?
Born and raised in St.
Petersburg. [ am a third
generation St. Pete native.

| Favorite place to visitin

St. Pete.
Strolling around Mirror Lake due to my current work
on the luxury condo development I am building there
next to the Lyceum.

Most interesting/enjoyahle/exotic vacation you've taken.
[ spent Thanksgiving hiking the mountains and
trails with my family and five kids in Swannanoa,
NC and got to visit the Biltmore Estate built by the
Vanderbilt family.

Top two places in the world on your bucket list.
Australia and Japan.

What famous person would you like to meet, and why?
Benjamin Franklin has always fascinated me —
brilliant, and apparently funny. I imagine a dinner
party with him and my favorite author, Ernest
Hemingway, would be a lot of fun.

Favorite sport, recreational activity, or hobby.
Football. I also enjoy walking the Pinellas Trail or
exploring downtown St. Petersburg with my family.

A great movie you'd recommend, or current TV series
you are watching.

Crime and detective shows. Just finished season one of
Lincoln Lawyer and all three seasons of True Detective.

If you were a dog, what breed would you he?

I would be an Australian sheep dog because herding
and tracking people and projects, especially my five
kids, is what I do the most.

Tell us about a situation or a person who has inspired you.
[ find inspiration all around me. [ was blessed with
wonderful parents, siblings, and friends who I have
overcome challenges and lead loving productive lives.

Current book you've read and would recommend.
While I mostly read bedtime stories to my kids, I did
recently read Horses Never Lie. It subtly teaches how
to have more patience and understanding with people
through one man’s true stories of working with horses.

Tell us about an accomplishment of which you are proud.
Currently I am part of the development team for
the 18-story, 88-unit luxury condominium project on

Mirror Lake in downtown St. Petersburg called
REFLECTION. Also, we are breaking ground on a

264-unit, fully affordable housing complex next to
Gibbs High School — Fairfield Avenue Apartments, a
partnership with the City of St. Petersburg and
Pinellas County. I am very proud to be able to provide
much-needed housing of all types in my community.

Something people might not know ahout you.

My grandfather, Bob Pfeiffer, was known as “Mr.
Green Devil” and served as St. Petersburg High
School’s mascot from the early *70s until he passed
away in 2001. He cared so much for the school and its
students and was a true character who worked
tirelessly to raise money for the school’s band, athletic
teams, and historical preservation projects.

What do you do for a living?

[ am a partner, and founder, at HP Capital Group, a real
estate development firm specializing in multi-family
and affordable multifamily housing, as well as lot
development for single family-town home projects.

Tell us something about your family and pets.

We have two Aussie-doodles (brothers) named Smith
and Wesson. During the pandemic I finally gave in
and got two “guard dogs.” They are wonderful
additions to our family. My children are currently in
negotiations with me for a cat, a snake, and a bearded
dragon. With five kids and two dogs, I have told them
that any additional pets may require a zoo permit
from the city. @
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PEOPLE AND PETS

Calling all residents of the Old Northeast, Snell Isle, Venetian Isles, Crescent Lake, Crescent Heights, and Downtown!
Email your HIGH-RES digital photo to editor@northeastjournal.org. Please include your name, address, phone number, and pet's name.
Photos by Brandy Stark unless otherwise noted.
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Photo by M. Shackelford Burns
Photo by M. Shackelford Burns

Kevin with Sailor, Crescent Heights /?u y and Diego with Bella, University Park-South Eric with Theo in Shore Acres

DELIVERING HAPPINESS SINCE 1987 . —
727-521-6191 Greg Cahue Offering “Old School Service!

Honey-Do Lists

Handyman Odd Household Jobs

Reasonable Rates

se Wices, Owner Operated
Inc.

www.petfoodstpete.com

= 1830 6&1st Street Merth (18th 5t and 62nd Ave N)

Did You _ A R FREs
® o '¥ LOCAL DELIVERY
FORGET , ) - x‘-ﬂ Open 7 Days

ToPickUp % b . % Order Online Or Call QUALITY
Pet Food? o Great Prices WORK
et Food: e e ] '% . Shop Local & Independent GUARANTEED
No Worries! S Cat Adoptions
ORDER Tropical Fish
Self-Service Dog Wash : N )
CHUIE pocstovevst | 121-460-8609 - owersuy s e

| T ——— " gcahuei@tampabay.rr.com Insured / References Available
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Old Northeast Cressy House Gets Historic Designation

hen Sandra and Michael

Taradash moved to St.
Petersburg from Palos Verdes Estates,
California they knew they wanted to
live in the Old Northeast. They began
touring homes, and after viewing the
“Cressy House,” they made an offer
within 24 hours. They had found their
new home.

The Cressy House, situated at 625
20th Avenue NE, was built in 1922 by
Hennessy and Taylor and designed by
architect Edgar Ferdon. Ferdon was
the city’s first professional architect
and is credited with designing the
Crislip Arcade as well as the First
Congregational Church downtown.

This year, the application was
approved and the Cressy House was
awarded designation on February 15.
It joins other landmarks in the Old
Northeast, including its sister home
on 18th Avenue, the Sargent House,
another of Edgar Ferdon’s bungalows
that mirrored the Cressy House, built
a year later in 1923. The owners of
the Sargent House, Sharon Winters
and Kendall Reid, recently held a
porch party at their home with
Preserve the 'Burg. Sharon spoke to
the attendees saying, “We take a lot
of joy in the character that is retained
in this house even though 15 families
have lived here. It is amazing that
nothing big has been ripped out!”
She went on to speak of the Cressy

The Cressy House was built in the classic craftsman
style and has features customary of the “airplane”
bungalow, which include a large first floor with a
smaller second floor centered above with one or two
rooms, said to resemble the cockpit of an airplane.
The second story has many windows that allow cross
ventilation and cool breezes; the houses wide eaves
provide ample shade and resemble an airplane’s
wings. Other prominent features include the shingle
siding; decorative beams that run the full length of
the home; a large, covered, wrap-around porch; and
the unpainted clinker brick columns and chimney
with yellow brick and accent caps.

Sandra and Michael knew they had found

- S House and its impending designation saying, “It is
the stories behind these houses that lend a lot of the
character to it.”

The Old Northeast is home to more than 10
local landmarks and was also listed on the National
Register of Historic Places in 2003. In 1988,
Granada Terrace was designated a Local Historic
i District within the Old Northeast, and the
neighborhood is now home to three, one-block
areas designated as historic districts in recent years.
These include the 200 block of 10th Avenue NE,
the 700 block of 18th Avenue NE, and the 100
block of 19th Avenue NE, also known as

Mediterranean Row.
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something special and began to investigate the
history behind their new home. The Cressy House
was built for Blanche Dayne Cressy and Will Cressy
in 1922 during the height of the Florida land boom.

Blanche Dayne Cressy and Will Gressy
during the first world war

Why does the neighborhood find the designation
of these homes and districts important? According
to the Historic Old Northeast Neighborhood

Association website, “These districts and individual

Cressy’s At the End of the Road
includes a drawing of Cressy House.

The Cressys were popular vaudeville actors in the late
19th and early 20th century who traveled the world and
even entertained troops during World War I. During this
time Will Cressy was exposed to a gas that caused
significant health complications and resulted in their
decision to move to St. Petersburg. They spent summers in
New Hampshire where Will was born and lived in the
Cressy House during the winters. In St. Pete, Will gave
speeches, wrote pamphlets and essays, and appeared in
plays. Blanche also stayed active, serving as president of
the Florida West Coast branch of the Women’s Overseas
Service League for women who served overseas during
World War L.

With information on their new home’s history, Sandra
and Michael decided to apply for a local historic
designation. “The house represents St. Petersburg’s cultural heritage through its
design, construction, and because of its popular original owners, the entertainers,
Blanche Dayne and Will Cressy,” says Sandra.

- Sundays9a & 11a #FPCSTPETE

and was designed by Edgar Ferdon in 1923,

properties can be significant to the history of St.
Petersburg in several ways: they are reminders of the
cultural heritage of the city, are identified with people
who contributed significantly to our city, were designed
by noted architects, and are examples of a particular
architectural style, or feature particular construction
materials.”

Sandra and Michael Taradash are most certainly
continuing the tradition of preservation in the OId
Northeast. When asked why she felt it was important to
have the Cressy House designated as a historic landmark,
Sandra said, “We want to contribute to city founders’,
Snell’s and Stroud’s vision, and the exemplary efforts of
HONNA, Preserve the 'Burg, and the St. Petersburg
Division of Urban Planning, Design, and Historic
Preservation. As Will Cressy wrote in his 1923 publication, At the End of the Road,
‘On the shores of the Coffee Pot Bayou, you will find the 7th and last Cressy
home... and this address is PERMANENT.” @

Aleﬁn'a/ Montessori

Experience the Joy of Montessort E E"E .

[ 2024 M

Scheduling tours for
the upcoming season
e Openings for children age 4 through grade 8
e Authentic Montessori program

e Rich collaborative learning environment that
caters to individual development

e Fostering self-motivation, independence and
academic success at all levels

e Spanish immersion

Maximo Presbyterian Church -
alegriamontessori.com

vyl
74 -
Call for Persondlized Tolif]

Alegria Montessori School welcomes students without regard to race, color, religion, national or ethnic origin, or economic or social class.
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727.560.4377 | abearnarth@smithandassociates.com
alibearnarth.smithandassociates.com
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224 12th Avenue N | Listed at $1,259,000 1325 Snell Isle Boulevard NE #7009 | Listed at $1,390,000
4 Bed | 3Bath | 1,800 SF | 2-Car Garage | Spacious In-Law Suite 2 Bed|2Bath| 1,711 SF | 2 Dedicated Parking Spots

RECENT SUCESSES

115 23RD AVENUE NE* 224 13TH AVENUE N** 2808 LA CONCHA DRIVE*
Sold at $1,010,000 Sold at $1,775,000 Sold at $600,000

* %k Kk

“I had an exceptional experience working with our realtor. Ali’s extensive knowledge
of the market, keen attention to detail, and proactive communication made the
entire process seamless. She went above and beyond to find the perfect property
for us, and her negotiation skills were impressive. | highly recommend Ali for anyone
looking to buy or sell ahome.” - Sean M.

AR'I_' HOUSE ST. PETERSBURG

Multiple Residences Under Contract
Ali Bearnarth, Preferred Buyers Agent

CLIENT FOCUSED. RESULTS DRIVEN.

Let me put my knowledge & experience to work for you.

* Represented Buyer, ** Represented Both Buyer and Seller

9 SMITHANDASSOCIATES.COM
<§mlth&

Associates Real Estate LOCAL ' GLOBAL REACH



